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TO

THE REV> D DO UGTL A S,
CANON RESIDENTIARY OF Sr. PAUL,

THE DETECTOR OF MODERN *IMPOSTORS;

THE FOLLOWING PIECE IS INSCRIBED BY

THE. TRANSLATOR

ALEXANDE R:
0O R,
THE F ALSE PROPHET.

Though this is not the moft humorous or witty, it is perhaps one of the moft entertain-
ing Pieces of LUCIAN 5 containing an exalt and probably true Account of a moft
extraordinary Charaéter who figured in his Time, and of whofe aftonifbing Frands

~and Impoftures be was an Eye-witnefs. We cannot read it without wondering at

the Credulity of Mankind in the days of Paganifin: nor, at the fame time, without

reflecting, thar as glaring Prauds, and as zmpudent Impofitions, have been practifed
by the Church of Rome, even in the enlightened AEra of Chriftianity.

OU thought, perhaps, my dear Celfus, the tafk a very light and eafy
one, when you commanded me to write the hiftory of Alexander of
4 Abonotichos ; his various fchemes, tricks, and enterprizes : I affure you,
to relate them all with accuracy and precifion, is as difficult as to deferibe the

attions of the great { fon of Philip. One was as remarkable for his knavery

as the other for his virtues. If, neverthelefs, you will pardon my errors,

and fupply my deficiencies, I will endeavour to cleanfe this Augzan ftable :
not that I propofe {weeping the whole, but only to bring you a few bafkets,
* Lauder and Bower,

¥ Abonotichos] - A town of Paphlagonia, on the Euxine,

3 Son of Philip.] His name-fake, Alexander the Great,
Vor. 1L B
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by which you may be able to judge what an immenfe dunghil that muft bé,
which three thoufand oxen were fo many years in making.

I blufh, indeed, both for you and myfelf on this occafion; for you, who
have thus requefted me to employ my pen about fo execrable a fellow, and
for myfelf, who have thus engaged to write the hiftory of a2 man, who doth
not defire the regard and attention of the learned and polite, but is rather fit
to be given up to the populace, and torn to pieces by apes and foxes. 1If,
however, I am blamed for the undertaking, there is an example to excufe
me: Arrian, the difciple of Epictetus, a man of the firft character in Rome,
and who fpent his whole life in literary purfuits, will plead in my defence by
the fimilitude which he bore to me, for he condefcended to write the life of
* T'illiborus the robber. We, on our parts, fhall bear record of a much more
cruel and barbarous one, who did not rob in woods and mountains, but
plundered whole cities ; did not commit his depredations only on Ida, Mi-
nyas, and the deferts of Afia, but almoft throughout the whole Roman em-
pire.

I will firft defcribe to you his external appearance, and draw as good a
likenefs of him as I can, though I am no great painter. His body was large
and beautiful to look on, and, to fay the truth, had fomething neble and
majeftic in it ; his fkin clear, his chin not too rough; with his own hair were
mixed fome falfe locks, fo well imitated that.few could difcern the difference
between them, his eyes fo bright and fparkling as to appear more than hu-
man, his voice to the laft degree {weetand clear; upon the whole, there was
- nothing difagreeable or defective in him.

Such was his external form ; but for his mind and heart, O Jupiter, Her-
cules, and ye the fons of Jove, averters of every evil, fend us rather
amongft our enemies than curfe us with fuch a companion! In uaderftanding,
in fubtilty, and {martnefs, he was excelled by none, and had withal a moft
extraordinary readinefs in learning, an inquifitive difpofition, a genius capable
of every thing, and a tenacious memory; all thefe he poffeffed in 2 moft
wonderful degree, and made ufe of them to the worft of purpofes : for, with
all thefe inftruments of good, he was one of the moft wicked of men, even
beyond the 4+ Cercopes, Eurybatus, Phrynondas, Ariftodemus, or Softra-
 * Tilliborus.] No fuch work of Arrian’s is now extant, nor has Voffius mentioned it in the
catalogue of his works.

+ Cercopes, €5¢.] All famous rafcals of antiquity. Some of them are mentioned by Efchines.
See his oration againft Ctefiphon.

tus,.
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tus, He wrote once to his brother in-law. Runlzaaus, and modefily com-
pared bimfelf to Pythagoras. Pythagoras, heaven fhield me ! was a wife
man, and full of the divipity; but had he lived wheu Alexander did, he
would have been a boy to him. 1 donot mean, I fiear by the Graces, by
this to refleé on Pythagﬂxas, ot to compare them together with regard to
*~ﬂwgs aﬁ:mﬁs. But, if we were to put together every thing which calumny
‘ha gaint P hagmss, and which I give no credit to, it would
‘iniquity which was to be found in Alexan-
i pe, on of mind perpetually fhifting, madeup
o cf falfchoad lying, per;ury, and every evil art; a&ive, beld, defpifing dan-
© ger, indefatigable ; fo planfible and perfuafive, as even to force belief upon
- you, always putaag on the appearance of good, and feeming the dire¢t con-
- trary to what he really: was* no man, after the firlt interview with him,
“could help leakmg on him as one of the beft and worthieft, and withal, as
~ one of the moft plain and fimple men, withou art or difguife. There was,
‘moreover, a kind of m@mﬁm in him, which prevented him from ever
’attcaémg to any ziung low ot iztﬂa, but always m’gcd him to the puffmt of
what was great,
 When 4 ﬁey, bemg mremeiy hand{ame, (for by the flubble one might
- fee what the corn had been,) he was very debauched, and ufed to let himfelf
~out faf hare, Amcngﬁ tke reft nf h:s lavem was a0 old juggler, one of thofe

L E&:}m, aad charms

‘, fellow find-
* ind ofmifchtef infiruted him,
and took him into his fervice. Hc was himfelf by profeffion a phyfician al-

fo, mxd, like the * wife of Thoon the ‘Egy?nan, could,
= Of +g¢od and evil mix’d the dmgs prepare ;

| ‘to aii wh;ch Akxander was aﬁerwards hm and fucceflor. He was likewife
 well mqnamteé with Ayol%amm Tyﬁneus; whofe whole ftory he was no
' ﬁranges to. You fae what anexfcellent {chool our hero was brm:ght up in,

ing him an ingen

; o Wife of Thoon.] or T’frm;;, ‘She is faid to havg been the mvzntrefs of phyﬁc amongft the
 Hgypans. Milton fpeaks of that Nepenthe, which the wife of Thoon,

T In Egypt gave to Jovesborn Helena. ‘ '
i t OF good, .} See Homet's Odyfiey, b, iv. L 232,

. x;{#a%ms:.} ’ryzneusf. Scc 2 leng account of this extraordinary perfonage in Philoftratus,
LR B2  Alex-
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Alexander being now grown up to man’s eftate, his beauty gone off, and
his mafter dead, found himfelf but indifferently provided for, and began to
confider what extraordinary way of life he thould turn to; and meeting by .
chance with a chronicle-writer of Byzantium, a fellow of an infamous charac.
ter, whofe name I think was Cocconas, they travelled about together as jug-
glers, * fhaving the raAT HEADs, (for fo the wifc men ufed to call the
ignorant multitude.) In their journey they met with a Macedonian wo-
man very rich, one who was a little advanced in years, but would fain ap-
pear lovely and defirable ; out of her they got what they wanted, and fol.
lowed her from Bithynia into Macedonia : for the came from - Pella, which
in the time of the kings of Macedon had been a famous city, but could now
boaft of few, and thofe very poor inhabitants, Here they met with fome
ferpents of a prodigious fize, but quite tame and gentle, fo that women fed,
and children flept by them ; they would be trod upon without turning, and
fucked milk like infants. They have many of them, it feems, in this place;
(hence probably the fable of Olympias took its rife, and fome fuch ferpent
correfponded with her when fhe was with child of Alexander the Great.)

One of the moft beautiful of thefe they purchafed for a few oboli: and
this, as Thucydides fays, was the fource of the battle, For when thefe two
infamous enterprizing villains, who ftuck at nothing, got together, they foon
difcovered that this life is entirely governed by the two paflions hope and
fear, and that he who makes a proper ufe of them on every occafion, will
quickly grow rich : and with regard to both thefe, the knowlege of futurity,
they perceived, was of all things the moft neceflary, and the moft defirable,
This it was that made § Delphos, Delus, Claros, and the Branchide, fo

" famous and fo opulent; men continually flocking to them, (urged by thofe
fame tyrants which I juft now mentioned, hope and fear,) to enquire into

* Shaving.] Gr. awousyorris, the expreflion is remarkable, anfwering exactly to our own , as
we call a cunning fellow, a clofe fhaver. As does alfo that of waxes rwu abpunwr, fat-headed
fellows, forthe ignorant and vulgar. Theanalogy is more extraordinary, asthe Greek expref-
fion is not a common one,

+ Pella.] A diftrict of Macedonia, famous for being the birth-place of Philip, who enlarged
it, and afterwards of Alexander the Great,

Y Delphos, &c.] Places all famous for the oracles eftablithed in them. If my readers
have any curiofity on this fubje®, I refer them to Plutarch, and Fontenelle’s Hift, des
Oracles. ‘ .

future
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future events ; for which they offered up hecatombs, and wedges of gold.
Revolving thefe things in their minds, and confulting together, they refolv-
-ed, therefore, to fet up an oracle : this, they imagined, if it fucceeded, would
foon make them rich and happy ; and which, indeed, turned out even far
beyond all their hopes. They then confidered on what fpot, and in what
manner they fhould begin their enterprize. Cocconas was of opinion, that
Chalcedon would be the fitteft fituation, as it was a place of great trade, ad-
joining both to Thrace and Bithynia, and withal, not far diftant from Afia,
Gallo-Grzcia, and the ncighbouring nations.  Alexander, on the other
hand, preferred his own country, obferving, (which is certainly true,) that
the firft attempt in things of this kind, fhould always be made amongft the
moft ignorant and ftupid, fuch as the Paphlagonians are faid to be, a foolith
and fuperflitous fet of people, who, if a fidler, or a player on the tabor,
or cymbal, comes among them, one who, as the faying is, can but prophecy
with a * fieve, will run with open mouth, and gape and ftare at him, as if
he were a god. '

After fome difpute on this point, Alexander prevailed : and proceeding
to Chalcedon, (for they thought to find fomething there which would be of
fervice to them,) in the ancient temple of Apollo they dug up fome brafs
tablets, on which it was infcribed, that in a very fhort time Afculapius, with
Apollo his father, would come into Pontus, and inhabit the wall of Abonus.
Thefe tablets, contrived for the occafion, moft effectually fpread the report
through Pontus and Bithynia, and particularly about the wall of Abonus.
They immediately determined to build a temple there, and had 1aid the foun-
dation of it, when Cocconas being left behind at Chalcedon, compofed
fome ambiguous and perplexing oracles, and not long after died, being bit,
I believe, by a viper.

* 4 feve.] Kofkinomancy, ordivination by the fieve. Alluding probably to that paffage in
the 3d. Idyl. of Theocritus, whete the fhepherd fpeaking of a cunning woman, or fortune-teller,
fays, .

She turn’d the fieve, and fheers, and told me true,
That I fhould love, and not be lovd by you.

This kind of divination was generally practifed to difcover thieves, or others fufpected of any
crime, in this manner : they tied a thread to the fieve, by which it was upheld, then prayeél
to the gods to direét and affift them : after which, they repeated the names of the perfons fuf-

pelted, and he, at whofe name the fieve whirled round, or moved, was thought to have com-
mitted the fa&k,

Alex-
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Alexander, however, proceeded, and made his appearance with long
flowing hair, and cloathed in a fine purple robe with white firipes, and a fur-
plice over it, with a fcythein his hand like the figure of Perfeus, from whom,
according to his own account, he was defcended. The rafcally Paphlago-
nians, though they very well knew that his parents were mean and ignoble,
gave full credit to the oracle, which thus declared,

From Perfeus fprung, and to Apollo dear,
Great Alexander comes, the godlike fon
Of Podalirius, ——

Podalirius muft have been mad after women indeed, to have come from
Tricca quite to Paphlagonia, to meet Alexander’s mother. Another oracle
was likewife produced, as from one of the Sibyls, which faid,

Near to Sinope, on the Euxine thore
Of Pontus, at th’ Aufonian tow’rs, fhall rife
A famous prophet, and deliverer ;

Whofe # name one, thirty, five, and twenty more,
Thrice number’d will explain,

With a great deal of this kind of 4- theatrical buffoonery ; after much pa-
rade, Alexander at length made his entrance into his own country, where, in
a fhort time he became very confpicuous, pretending often to be mad, and
foam at the mouth, which he eafily contrived, by chewing the root of ful-
ler’s herb: the foam it produced appeared to them fomething divine and
aftonithing. They had before prepared the head of a ferpent made of linen,
with fomething like a human form, extremely well painted, and opening and

# Name.] A myfterious kind of hocus pocus which the falfe prophet’s friends made ufe of to

exprefs the firft four letters of his name, by the letters in the Greek alphabet being numerical,
asthus:

A—1
A—30
E—5
2—00
If the reader will take the trouble properly to divide and multiply the numbers, he will find

that the letters together form Aac, Alex. This fufficiently points out the meaningof the paflage ;
any farther explanation would be unneceffary.

ot ‘Tl'fatrirt{l-] Gr. Toavras rpayudas, the word mpaywde tragedia, is frequently ufed by Lu.
cian, to fignify not tragedy, butevery thing theatrical, or belonging to the ftage. A little afs

ter, we meet with Turaywdvows, which I have therefore (I think not improperly,) rendered, ¢¢ to
carry on the farce,”

thutting
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thutting its mouth by means of a horfe hair, which likewife moved about a
black forked tongue. This Pellzan ferpent they had by them for fome time

ready to be produced on the firft proper occafion, to carry on the farce, or
rather to be the principal ator in it.

As the fhew was now to begin, he hit on the following projeé. He went
by night to the foundations of the temple, which had been lately dug up,
and which were full of water, either from the adjacent places, or by the
rains, and there lodged a goofe’s egg that had been made hollow, and filled
up with a young ferpent: after fticking this in the mud, he returned home;
and the next day appeared naked in the market-place, with only a girdle of

gold round his middle, and thaking his dithevelled locks, like the worthip-
pers of Cybele, with his fcythe in his hand, and getting upon a high altar,
harangued the populace, congratulating them on the near approach of the
divinity which was foon to appear amongft them. The multitude, for al-
moft all the city was got together, old men, women, and children, were
aftonithed, and began to pray to and worfhip him. He muttered fone-
thing obfcure and unintelligible, like the Hebrews and Phceenicians, and
ftruck them wonderfully, though they could make nothing of it, only that
he talked about Apollo and Afculapius. He then ran to the temple, and get-
ting into the ditch that had been dug, and near the fountain of the oracle
which he had prepared ; he ftood in the water, and with a loud voice fung
hymns to Apollo and Afculapius, invoking thegod to come with happy omens
into the city. He thenafked for a cup, which being given him, he eafily
placed it under, and brought up, together with water and mud, the egg in
which he had hid his divinity : the aperture being artfully clofed up with
~ wax and white lead; and then taking it into his hand, he cried out that he
had got Afculapius. The people, after expreffing their aflonithment at fee-
ing an egg found in the water, kept their eyes fixed on him to mark what
would follow, when, breaking the egg, he received the young ferpent into
the hollow of his hand, and feeing it twine about his fingers, they cried out,
and hailed the god ; congratulating their happy city on the event, and all
running with open mouths to pray to him for riches, good fortune, health,
every thing, in fhort, that every body withed for. He ran home as faft as

he could, carrying with him his infant ZEfculapius, not born once only as

other
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other men are, but twice born; and hatched not frorna “ crow, .by heaven,
but from a goofe.

The people followed him, fcemmg, as it were, infpired, and filled
with a religious phrenzy, beyond all conception. He ftayed at home
fome days, flattering himfelf that, as it afterwards proved, the re-
port of  this would draw the Paphlagonians to him in great numbers;
and accordingly, when "the city was as full as it could hold, of crea-
tures without heads or hearts, who refembled men only in their form,
and in every thing elfe were more like theep, he fat himfelf down in a
little houfe on a bed, cloathed in a moft magnificent habit, as became a

A god; and there took in his lap the great beautiful Pellean Afculapius which
I mentioned fome time ago, and lapping it quite round his neck, the tail

 fticking out at bottom, (for it was fo large, that part of it might.lay in his
bofom, and the other part drag on the ground,) hid only the head under his
arm-pits, when at length the linen one peeped out from beneath his gar-
ment, as if it belonged to the ferpent, _

Imagine to yourfelf a houfe of no great note, with fcarce room to let the
light in, crouded with people already amazed and almoft out of their fenfes
with firong hopes and expectarions, to w_hom, not without reafon, the affair
muft have feemed wonderful ; with what aftonithment did they behold this
ferpent to all appcarai\ce grown to fuch a fize in a few days, quitettame and
gentle, and with a head like a man’s! before they had half feen it, driven
out and prefled by the croud of new admirers coming in upon them, for
there was another door on the oppoﬁte ﬁde, like that which the Macedonians

" made, as they tell us, when Alexander the Great was ﬁck and every body
crouded in to fee and take their Jaft leave of him. This thew the rogue ex-
hibited very often, and efpecially when any rich firangers came into the city,
To fay the truth, my dear Celfus, the people of Pontusand Paphlagonia,
a ftupid and illiterate race of men, are very excufable, if, after touching the
ferpent, (which Alexander permltted them to do,) and fecing it by a faint
and glimmering light open and thut its mouth in that manner, they were de-
ceived. The trick indeed required a Democrates, an Epicurus, or a Me-
trodorus, fome man of a firm and penctrating niind, who after cafting about

* A crow,] Gr. Kepuns, Coronis, this is nothing but a*pun on the word coronis, (which in
the Greek fignifies alfo a crow,) who was the mother of Efculapius,

how
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. how it could be done, wounld at laft, if he could not find out the method,
conclude that it muft be nothing but an arrant falfehood, and utterly im-
practicable, \ -

In a thort time, all Bithynia, Thrace, and Gallo-Grzcia flocked in to this
fpeGtacle; every one aflerting, as you may fuppofe, that he had feen the
god born, and touched him ; that he had grown immenfely in a few days;
and that he had a face like a man, T hey made, moreover, pictures, fta-
tues, and models of him; fome of brafs, and others of filver, with the name
of the god infcribed upon them; for he was called Glycon, from an oracular
verfe which Alexander had taken care to publith; which faid,

Behold, the third from Jove, great Glycon comes,
The light of men, o

When the time was now come to bring on the great affair for which thé
whole was contrived, he began to think of fetting up the oracle, after the -
manner of * Amphilochus ; who, after the death of his father Amphiaraus, at
Thebes, banithed from his nativé country, and driven into Cilicia, madea
good fortune there by prophefying to the inhabitants; taking two oboli of
them for every oracle. Alexander, - taking the cue from him, gave out
that the god would deliver oracles on fuch a day: he then ordered every
body to write down in a book what they wanted to know, tye it down with
thread, and faften it with wax or clay: He then retired into the fanétuary,
(for the temiple was now buik, and the {cene of altion prepared,); fummon-
" ed thém together by -a cryer; -had-his high-prieft by his fide, as if the god
had now done all his bufinefs, and read what they had written ; returned
every ope his book, fealed up as at firft; with the anfwer to every queftion -
in verfe, - ‘

The trick was fuch as you, or I, if I may fay it without vanity, might
very eafily find out, though to the ignorant and foolifh, it might feem im-
pratticable. For knowing how, of which there are various methods, to
loofen the feals, he rcjad all the queftions, and gave what anfwers he thought
proper to them ; then rolling up and re-fealing, gave them back to the fe.

¥ Amphilochus] Succeeded his father Amphiaraus in the: bufinefs of divination by dreams,

for which both the oracles were famous. For an account of the latter, fee Potter’s Antiq, vol. i
P 393. . , :

+ Zaking the cue.] Gr. To ndoripoy 2aur, cantus initio accepto, An.allufion to mufic when
one finger takes up the words from another, as in catches,

Yor. 1L, | . C veral
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veral perfons, who ‘receiv_ed them with aftonifhment, frequently cfying out,
¢ How could he poffibly difcover this which I gave him myfelf, inclofed
faft under feals which could not be forged, unlefs he were indeed a god,
and knew every thing »”

How, you will perhaps fay, could this be done? I will tell you: in
" the firft place then, my dear Celfus, he * heated a needle in the fire, and
putting it under the wax, lifted up the feal, and read the book; then by
~ means of the néedle melting the wax again, eafily faftened down both that
which was under the thread, and that which was round the feal. There is,
likewife, another method; when you make ufe of what they call the collyrium ;
this is compofed of Brythian pitch,- afphaltus, and tratfparent ftone, mixed
" with wax and maftic; which he firft warms at the fire and wets with fplttlc, )
then applies it to the feal, and takes off the impreffion ; the collyrium hardens,
he eafily reads the contents of the paper, then putting the wax on again,
claps on the new feal exa&ly refembling the original, and as perfec as if it
had been taken ona gem. There is yet a third way of doing it, which I
will acquaint you with : he would put lime mixed with the glue you make
ufe of for’books, make it into a kind of wax, and place it wet on the feal,
then taking it off; (for it foon .dries and grows harder than horn, nay even
than iron,) gets an impreffion of it.” There are befides thefe, feveral other
methods, all of which it would be fidiculous to enumerate ; efpecially as
you havé mentioned them, with a great many, other things in your book
againft the magicians, which is excellently written, and conveys the mo&
ufeful inftruétions to the reader. _

Thus did he inftitute his aracle, and pour forth his dlvme knowlege, act-
‘ ing at the fame time with the greateft prudence and difcretion, and always
adhering to probability ; giving perplexed and ambiguous anfwers, fome-
times totally obfcure and unintelligible, which in all oracles, he held, was
moft neceffary and indifpenfible. Some he would diffuade and turn away
from their purpofes as he thought moft convenient ; to others he would pre-
feribe 2 manner of livirig, and advife the ufe of particular medicines : for, as
1 obferved to you before, he had by him fome excellent receipts, particular-
1y the cytmides ; a new namewhich he had given to an ointment famous for

* Heated, &c.] The fame ingenious methods of opening letters, or at leaft fomething very .
fimilartothem, are, I believe, pradtifed to this day. But for firther iriforiviation on the fiib-
je&, 1 refer my readers to the clerks of the Poft-offices

" curing
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curing pains and braifes, made of bears far. The queftions about future
good fortune, treafures, and effates in expectance, he always deferred giv-
ing anfwers to, and taok care to add, ¢ thefe things fhall come to pafs if [
pleafe; and if my prophet Alexander afks it of me, and puts. up his prayer
far you.” . o ,

The ftated price for every anfwer from the oracle was one * drachma and
two oboli. Do not imagine, my friend, that this was a fmall confideration,
for-he took feventy or eighty thoufand every year, giving the fame people
fometimes ten or fifteen anfwers, fuch was their infatiable defire of fearching
into futurity, - The profit indeed, was not entirely his own, nor did he ftore
itallup; but as he had many affiftants, under-workmen, {pies, writers, and
keepers of the oracles, interpreters, fealers, &c. he divided to every one his
portion, according to their merits, ‘ .

Befides thefe, he fent emiffaries into foreign countries, to fupport the ree

-putation of his oracle, and give out how it could dete& fugitives, convick
thieves and robbers, difcover hidden treafures, heal the fick, and even fome-
times call.the dead to life again, This made them croud to him, from every
part: hence arofe gifts, and facrifices, and a double fee to him as prophet
and difciple, or favourite of the deity; for this decree had been carefully
difperfed abroad, as.from the god, )

Remember, ye my minifter obey,

To him refpect and due obedience pay,. . .

Nor fame,_nor riches, my affections fhare,
- My faithful prophet is my only care.

At length, feveral men of fenfe and underftanding, recovered as it- were
from. th,eit drunken fit, méde a ftand againft him, the principal of whom
were followers of - Epicurus, who by degrees found out the whole appara-
tus, and difcovered all his tricks. Thefe he oppofcd, by throwing outa

¥ One Drachma, €c.] About nine pence half-penny. Few of our fortune-tellers are fo rea-
_fonable in their demands. The number of cuftomers, however, according to Lucian, made
ample amends for the fmallnefs of the prefent. :
" 4 Of Epicurus.] The Epicureans were always, (which, by the bye, was a mark of their good
fenfe,) the avowed enemies of oracles and, divinations; and even in the times of their greateft
influence and power, frequently and openly derided them. With thefe, Lucian tells us, the
Chriftians joined, as it might naturally be fuppofed they would, as it became the oppofers of -
error, fraud, apd chicanery. Thefe grofs impofitions on _the credulity of mankind were now

onthe decline. It is not improbable, but that this little narrative of Lucian’s, contributed in
fome meafure towards their total averthrow. ‘ -

Ca ' terrible
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terrible menace, and faying that Pontus was full of atheifts and Chriftians,

who had dared to fpréad evil reports concerning him : whom therefore, he
commanded the people to ftone and drive out of the city, if they ever ex-
pected the deity would be propitious to them. 'With regard to Epicurus,
he delivered the following oracle: being afked what he did in the fhades
below, he anfwered, That he wore leaden fetters there, and ftuckin the * mud.
Can you wonder at the fuccefs of the oracle, which gave fuch threwd and
fenfible anfwers » with Epicurus and his followers, indeed, he waged perpetual
war; they were irreconcilable enemies, and with very good reafon ; for whom
muft an impoftor like him, the lover of prodigies, and the foe of truth, more
juftly abhor and deteft, than that philofopher who fo well underftood the
nature of things, and alone difcovered what was true and genuine in them,
With the Platonics, Stoics, and Pythagoreans, it was all profound peace ;

but the inflexible Epicurus, for fo he always called him, was his moft bitter"
adverfary, conftantly laughing at, and turning allhis frauds and tricks to
ridicule. Of all the cities in Pontus, he moft hated Amaftris, on account of
Lepidus, and fome others of the fame turn and difpofition of mind, who liv-
ed there; nor. would ever vouchfafe an anfwer to any of the inhabitants,
Once, indeed, at the requeft of a fenator’s brother, he attempted it; but whe-
ther it was that he could not think of a proper one himfelf, or could not get
any body to make one for him, he carhie off very ridiculoufly ; for the patient
complaining of a diforder in his bowels, he prefcribed fwine’s feet with mal-
Jows : the verfe ran, ’

In facred vafe, with fwine’s flefh mallows pound.

He would often, as I before obferved, fhew the ferpent to fuch as begged .
to fee it ; not the whole indeed, but only the tail and the reft of the body,
kcepmg the head in his bofom, where it was concealed. But, having now a

~mind to firike the multitude with fomething more than ordinary, he told
them the god would 'fpeak himfelf, and deliver his oracles by word of
~mouth, without the affiftance of his prophet. This was eafily done,. by
‘means of the wind-pipes of cranes fo faftened to the fham head, as by a
voice placed without, to convey the found through the linen mouth of Zfcu-
lapius. Thefe were called Autophoni, or the vocal oracles, and were not
* The mud)) Allﬁding to the loofe manners of the Epicureans wallowing in fenfual pleafures,
Agreeable to Horace’s Epicuri de grege porci. :

delivered
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delivered every day, or to eveiy,body; but only to fuch as were well-dreffed, )
very rich, and could pay well for them. '

- Of this kind was the anfwer given to Severian, on his entrance into Arme-
nia, when, exhorting him to the enterprize, the oracle fpake thus :
Armenia low beneath thy conqu’ring fpear,
- And Parthia fall’'n, to Tiber’s limpid ftream,
"And happy Rome, with rays of laurel crown’d ‘
- Shalt thou'return, ) )
And when the foolith Gaul was thus prevailed on to make the invafion,
and failed in the attempt, being flain together with all his forces by Othrya-

des; he erafed that oracle from the records, and fubftituted in its place the
following verfes : C :

Againft Arme‘nia lead not forth thy pow’ss,
Left from a foe in female garb array’d

A fatal arrow fent, deprive thee foon

Of light and life, -

For it was.one of his moft excellent contrivances to make oracles after the
event, to fave the credit of thofe that had mifcarried. He would often pro-
mife health, and if the perfon died, another oracle was foon ready, that faid,
' Scek not a cure, for know thy fate is nigh,

Nor-can’ft thou’fcape’it. - L

Well'knowing that the- Clarians, “Mallians, and Did'ymaeans were famous
for the fame art of prophefying; he made friends of them, fending away
many of thofe who came to him with appeals to them: to one he faid,

To Claros hafte, and hear my father’s voice. -
To another,

Go to the Branchide, and there confult
The oracle.

And to a third, - |
To Mallos hence, and hear * Amphilochus.

"* Amphilochus.] The oracle of Amphilochus was of one of the longeft-lived religions im.}
poflors of antiquity. Dion C. fpeaks of it as in a flourifhing flate, even fo late as in the rei g
of Conftantius, the father of Conftantine the Great. _ '

Such



** Such was the ftate of the affair near hdms," in Ionia; Cilicia, Paphlagonid,
and Gallo-Grzcia ; but when the fame of the oracle had reached as far as
Italy and Rome, they crouded as faft as poffible one upon another ; fome
‘came themfelves, fome fent meflengers to him, particularly the great men,
and thofe who were poﬁ‘cﬂ‘ed'of the hijgheft honours and dignisies : the firft,
or as one may fay, the.head of thefe, was Rutilianus; a man:in every other
refpect of good charaéter and reputation, and ‘'who had acquitted -himfelf in
feveral public employments; but in religious matters fuperftitious, and even
as it were, difordered in his mind, enterraining ;he wildeft opinions congern-
ing them, who, if he, found but a. ﬁonq in his way, anointed or crawped with,
a garland, would fall down-in adqrAt_lon, and afk fome favour of it, This
man, as foon as he. heard of the oracle, was with dnﬁ‘iculty reﬁralned from
"leaving his bufinefs, and making a vifit to the vyal} of Abonus. He fent,
however, feveral meffengers; one after andther; thefe, being moft of them
ignorant fervants, were eafily dccenved, and when they came back report-
ed what they had feen and heard, Wlth fome’ improvements of their own;
which they added to recommend themfelves the better to their mafter. This
excited the poor old man’s curiofi ity; "and ‘drove him almoﬁ to madnefs. As
he was acquainted with moft of the great:men of the & cxty, heé ran about, and
told them every thing he had heard from the fervants ; to which he likewife
made fome additions. In this manner he: raifed the attention of the whole
city, and fet them all in motion, perfuading feyeral of the courtiers.to apply
immediately to him, and.enquire about their, qwn affairs, Our hero notonly
received them with the greateft hofpxtahty but fent them back loaded with -
prefents, infomuch, that not content with publiﬂung his anfwers, they found.
 ed forth the praifes of the deity, and related a’thoufand miraculous fories, .
concertfing both the oracle and the prophet. -

Our thrice renowned rafcal now thought on another fcheme, which was
by no means an impolitic one, but.truly worthy of an illuftrious robber : and
this was to open and look into all the books which were fent, and if he found
any thing in them bold or of a dangerous tendency, thofe.he wonld keep
without fending back any anfwer ; by which means, he made the authors
intirely fubfervient to him, and keept them in perpetual fear, as well
knowing of what nature their queftions were, One may eafily guefs, in-
deed, with regard ro the rich and great, what would moft probably be the
fub_]eél. of them,

But
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But T muft tell you fome of the oracles which he dglivefed to Rutilianus,
This wife fehator, afking him one day, whom he fhould appoint for a tutor to

his fon by a former wife, who was now arrived at an age fit for mﬁru&lon,
his anfwer was, '

Pythagoras, and the war- defcrlbmg bard

The boy uifortundtely dying a féw days after; he was fadly at a lofs how to
excufe the oracle, which this event fo flatly contradied; but Rutilianus,
like: n.gbod creature;: took the ‘defence 1 upon himfelf, and averred that the
god had propheﬁed the very thing which happened, by thus recommending
to him no living preceptor, but Homer and Pythagoras, who were dead, and
with whom the boy probably now was in the thades below. . Now who, my
friend, can blame Alexander, when he had to do with fuch wifeacres ‘as
thefe ?

Another time he afked him what body he had formerly appeared in, to
whlch the oracle thus replied,

Firft thou Achxlles wert, and next Menander,
4'Now Rutllxanus,—-thou {halt live on eatth

‘Oné hundred fourfcore’y years, and after thine ~
A fun-beam in the heav’ns

He died, notwuh{’candmg, at feventy years of age, of a bxlxous colic, with-
out wattmg for the completlon of the oracle.
" T will teil you anothc; of ‘his vocal anfwers, The fame Rutilianus afking
him one day whomhe' fhould- -marry, -he rephed in plain terms,

- Wed thou a woman fprung from Alqunder,‘

+ And from the Moon —— '

for he Kad fpréad 4 réport, it feems, that he had a daughter by the Moon, :
who had fallen in love with himy as it is her :* cuftom to do with pretty
fellows, in his fleep : the prudent old man made no delay, but immediately
fent for her, and commenced a bridegroom at threefcore, having firft propi-
tiated his mother-in-law, the Moon, with whole hecatombs, expeting, no
doubt, that he fhould foon behimfelf ranked amongft the deities,
“When he had-once got. footing in: Italy he bécame* more -bold and confi-
dent, fending foith his dracles throughout the wholé Rorman empire, fore-

_ ¥ Cxyflom) Alluding to thé flory of Endymion,

telling
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telhng plagues, fires, and earthquakes in every city, and at the fame time
“promifing his powerful affiftance againft them. One vocal predi&tion, in
particular, he difperfed about, concerning the plague, in the following verfe,

The beardlefs god, Apollo, 1hall dlfpel
~ This pei’ulennal cloud

-

_This was infcribed on almoft every door, by way of antidote; the event,
however, proved rather contradittory, for thofe houfes were peculiarly un-
fortunate, more dying in them than in any others, wherever the verfes were
putup. Ido not fay, this was the caufe of ‘their deaths, but fo it fell out;
for the common people, depending upon the oracle, took no care about
their diet and manner of lxvmg, nor would they join their own endeavours
with it to combat the difeafe, having thofe infallible words to fight for them,
and well affured that the ¢ beardlefs god with hls darts, would dnve away
the peﬁ:xlence , :

‘He had, moreover, fet fpxes over every part of Rome, whom he chofe out
of his own accomplices, who were to get out of the people the queftions they
meant to afk, and what they were .moft defirous of, letting him know ail
beforehand, that he might be ready with his_ anfwers, even before they fent
for them. .

Thus he went on in Italy; and now he began to m{htute certain myfleries,
with facred rites, priefts, torches, and a fcfhval for three days. On the
firft, it was given out, as at Athens, in this form, ¢« If any w1cked perfon,

_Chriftian, or Epicurean, approaches to pry into the myfteries, let him be
expelled, but let the faithful believers be initiated with propitiods omens :
then began the fcrutiny, and firt they cried, ¢ Away with the Chriftians,”
and the whole multitude fubjoined, ¢ Away with the Epicureans ;” then was
reprefented the child-birth of Latona, .the nativity of Apollo, the nuptials
of Coronis, and the birth of Aifculapius: and on the next day the'wonder-
ful production of the god Glycon. On the third came the marriage of
Podalirius, with Alexander’s mother ; that day was called the # Dadz, when
they lit all the torches : aid laft of all was the reprefentation of the loves of
Alexander and the Moon, with the birth of Rutilianus’s wife; wherein Alex-
ander led the proceffion, with a torch in his hand, like another Endymion ;
Jaying afleep in'the middle of the room, whilft'a beautiful creature, whofe

¥ Dadg.]) From 3zdxs, torches.

name
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name was Rutilia, the wife of one belonging to Cafar’s houfehold, perfon-
ating'the Moon, came down from the cieling, as if juft defcended from’
heaven, and, in the face of the poor hufband, moft cordially embraced the
prophet (for they were known to be fond of each other), and, if it had not
been for the number of torches, might probably have been ftill more fami--
liar with him : a little while after he came in again with great pomp, clad as
high-prieft, and commanding filence, cried our, Hail Glycon! and at the
fame tinte fome fellows from Paphlagonia, with clouted thoes, who ftunk:

horribly of garlick, acted the * Eumolpide and Ceryces, and roared out,
Hail Alexander! ‘

In the myftic dances, by torch-light, he would frequently, and on pur-.
pofe, thew his naked thigh, which appeared like gold, and which, probably,
he had contrived by means of fome fkin put over it that was gilded, and by
help of the lights fhone very bright : a difpute arofe one day upon this be-
tween two fage philofophers, ¢ Whether Alexander had not the foul of
Pythagoras, as well as his golden thigh, or another which nearly refem-

bled it; and referring the queftion to Alexander himfelf, the royal Glycon
decided it immediately by this oracle, S

- Pythagoras oft dies; and oft to life

Again returns ; not fo the prophet’s foul,

‘Which {prang from Jove, by his almighty fire

Commiffion’d to relieve the juft and good,

He came on earth; and when the lightning’s blaft -

Shall hurl him hence, he muft to Jove - return,

5% % % :

To fuch a height of pride and debauchery did he at laft arrive, that fcarce
any woman whom he admired could efcape him: the hufbands thought it
an honour if he would condefcend to Kkifs their wives, and looked upon it as
a piece of good fortune if he would admit them into his houfe ; many even '’
‘boafted of having had children by him, and their fpoufes complaifantly bore
witnefs to the truth of it. . ' ’

* Eumolpide.] Chief priefts of Ceres, a dignity which they enjoyed by hereditary right,
conferred on them by -the Athenians, as defcendants of Eumolpus : as the mock myfteries of
Alexander were defigned by him asan imitation of the great Eleufinian rites, it was very pro-
per he fhould be furnithed with all neceffary appurtenances for the performance of them.

¥ Return.] Here foliow a few curious lines relating to his prederalty, which I have purpofes
ly omitted in the tranflation. ' A

Vou. IL. . 7 D ‘ And
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And now I will repeat to you a dialogue between Glycon and a pnel’c of
Tios; how fenfible a one he was, you will perceive by his queftions. I read
it in his own houfe, written in letters of gold.

Tell me, great Glycon, who are you >—I am ]Efculaplus the Younger,
not the fame as the firft.—How can that be >—~That you muft not enquire
into,.—How many years do you intend to ftay with us, and give oracles >
One thoufand and three years.—And where do you go to then?—To Bac-
tria, and the regions round about; for it is fitting that the Barbarians alfo
thould enjoy the bleflings of my prefence. —Have the other oracles, thofe of
Claros, Didymos, and Delphos, Apollo for their father and infpirer, or are
they only falfe and lying prophets ?~—That alfo enquire not of, forit is not
lawful to reveal.—What fhall -1 be, after this life *—A camel, after that 2
horfe, and after that a wife man, and a prophet, not inferior to Alexander—

Such was'the converfation of the prieft and Gly con, which he concluded
with an oracle in verfe, knowing him to be a friend of Lepidus,—

Truft not to Lepidus, for hima fure
And dreadful death awaits

The prophet, as I before obferved to you, had an utter averfion to Epicurus,,
as moft able to oppofe his fchemes, and dete& his villany. OQOne of his fol~
lowers, who was bold enough to attack the impoftor, gat into no fmall
trouble by it.  You, Alexander, faid this man, perfuaded the prefident of
Gallo-Gracia to accufe-his fervants of a capital crime, and affert that they
had flain his fon, who was qne of your difciples, though the young man is
now alive, having returned fafe home after the conviction of the fervants,,
who were dev@ured by wild beaffs on your accufation. The fa& was this 3
the young man, who had been failing, and driven. by the rapidity of the-

ftream a good way up into Egypt, was perfuaded to go on. to-fndia; ands

not returning, the unfortunate fervants imagined he muft have perithed ons -
the Nile, or had beenfeized by robbers, of which there was great abun-

dance in thofe parts : they went back, therefore, and. reported: that he was:

loft; then followed the oracle and the condemnation, after which the youth.
returned and gave an aceount of. his voyage. Alexander, enraged at this,
fpecch, . and knowing it was but too true, ordered thofe who were prefent to,

tone him, thre';temng, if they did not, to infli¢t the fame punithment on.
-them, as accomphces_thh him ;. they accordingly began to execute his:

commands,,
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commands, when ong Demoftratus; a ftranger; juft arrived in Pontus, fhel-
tered the poor man, and faved his life, cven at the hazard of his own, fool-
ifhly enough indeed ; for what bufinefs had hé to be wife amongft fo many
fools, and to pay for the madnefs of the Paphlagonians ! Such \vaS/ the poor
* man’s fate. .
When the names of thofe who had fent in their queflions was called over
(which was always done the day before they were to be anfwered), the cricr
ifked whether the oracle would fpeak tc fuch a man; and if the voice within
replied, < Away with him” to the crows, from that time forth nobody would
-~ receive him into their houfe, nor give him fire nor water: he was obliged
to wander about the earth from place to place, and looked upon as a profane
perfon, an impious man, and an Epicurean, which was the worft of all re-
- proaches. -

One thing Alexander did, whxch was truly ridiculous; meeting one, day
with a book, which contained the principal tenets and opinions of Epicu-
rus, he brought it into the middle of the market-place; and burned it, fig-
nifying how willing he would have been to ferve the author himfelf in the -

fime manner: he then threw the afhes i into the fea, in confequence of "am,
oracle delivered on this occafion, which faid,

’Tis'my command, that ftrait y¢ burn the works:
- Of the blind- dotard —_— \
He Kicw not, Wretch as he Was,~what proﬁtable inftruction that book con~
veyed, what liberty it infpired, what peace and tranquillity of mind it pro-
duced, how it freed men from idle fears and apprehenfions, from vain hopes
- dnd extravagant-defires, inftilling truth and wifdom ; purifying their minds,
not with links, or torches, or any fuch idl¢ fuperftitions, but with right\rca--
fon, truth, and freédom.

- I'mudt now relate to you one of the moﬁ impudent things which this raf-
<cal ever did. Havmg free accefs to the court of the emperor, by means of
Rutilianus, who was then in great favour, in the middle of the war between
Marcus Aurelius and the Qt;adl and Marcomanm, he dehvcrcd an oracle,
commandmg that two lions fhould' be throwh alive into the Iﬁel, with .a

number of {pices, and' a magpificent facrifice: but I had better give you the -
oracle itfelf, whxch was as follows:

D3 In
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In Ifter’s facred ftream, ’tis my command,
Ye plunge two mountain lions, like fo thofe
‘Who draw the car of Cybele, with flowers,
And fragrant herbs, that fcent the Indian air;
This leads to glory, vicory, and peace.

This being done, according to his command, the lions fivam on fhore in the
- enemies country, and were killed with ftaves by the Barbarians, like dogs,
or foreign wolves; foon after we réceived a defperate * wound, fcarce lefs
than twenty thoufand of our forces being cut off; then followed alfo, what
happened at Aquileia, when the city was very near being taken, Alexander,
in order to palliate the event,- had recourfe to the old Delphlc defence, and
very cooly applied the oracle of Crafus, faying, that the god had, indeed,
foretold a victory, but did not declare whether it would fall to the Romans
or to their enemies. ' | -

Numbers at length flocking into the city, on account of the oracle, it -
became fo full that the people were in want of neceffaries ; at this time it
was that he fet up what he called the night-oracles; for, receiving the books
over night, heflept upon them, and gave his anfwers in the morning, as if
revealed to him by the godin a dream : thefe were not plain and clear, but
moft of them-obfcure and umntelhglble, efpecially if he obferved that the
book was fealed up with more than ordinary care : for not venturing to open
it, he wrote in anfwer juft what came into his head, as thinking this was beft
{uited to the nature of oracles ; to explain thefe, certain interpreters were ap-
pointed, who received no fmall reward for it from thofe to whom the oracle
- was explained : their office, however was tnbutary, for every one of them

paid Alexander an Attic talent.

Sometimes, when nobody either came or fent to him, he would pour forth
oracles of his own accord, merely to furprife and aftonifh the multitude : of
this nature was the following, ‘

“Woud’tt thou difcover him who hath_defiled.
Thy nuptial bed ?—It is Protogenes,
Thy fervant, he in whom thou doft confide :
Thou gav’{t him all, and thus doth he return.
The obligation : that thou may’ft not fee

* Wound.] See Juftin.
\ ' Or
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Or hear the inj’ry, they for thee p‘repar‘e
The deadly poifon; thou wilt find it hid, -
_Clofe to the wall beneath thy bed.-—Thy maid, '
Califta, knows it all, -

Would not this nice and accurate defcription of names and places puzzle a

Democritus, and yet when he had found out the trick, how would he laugh
at the contents ? |

- He would often anfwer the Barbarians, who afked him queﬁions. in Celtic
or Syriac, in their own language, though fometimes he found it difficuls,
not having people near tointerpret them for him : but then he always took
care there thould be ttme enough between the delivery of the books, and

the oracle to be given, that he might have leifure to open and procure per-
fons to explain them.

Of this kind was one given to a Scythian, which ran thus,

Morphi Ebargulis Chnenchichranc—he fhould die.
+ This alfo he wrote in profe to Nobody,
Return—for he who fent thee was this day flain by his neighbour DlocIcs,
" Mangus, Celer, and Bubulus, the robbers, coming upon_ him, who were
taken and bound. _ .
Now liften to a few, which he delivered to me; my queftion was, whe-
ther Alexander was bald ; this I fealed up very curioufly ; the anfwer was,
% Malach Attis was different from Sabardalachus.

Another time, when in two feparate books, and under two different names,

1 afked the fame queftion,—viz. Of what country Homer the poet was ?
To one them he anfwered,

With + cytmis I command thee to anoint,
And fair :|;‘Latona’s dew

N

* Malach, (5e.] Here Lucian does not fufliciently explain the fact, fo as to make it intel-
ligible to his readers, Some fervant fent to Alexander, had probably propofed this queﬂlon to
him, viz. Were Malach Attis, and Sabardalachus, (two obfcure kings of fome diftant region,
one and the fame perfon? Alexander miftaking this queftion for Lucian’s, gives him this anfwer,
which, by thebye, doesnot prove what Lucian would infinuate, that Alexander faid any thing
that came uppermoft; but only that he frequently, fent anfwers to one qucﬁlon, which properly
belonged to another. A circumftance that might happen to any mian in the hurry of bufivefs ;-
jult the fame miftake is made with regard to his queftion’ about Homer.

t Cytmis.] Bear’s greafe.

i Latona’s dew.] Latonais put for Dxana, or the moon; the dew 'muft be gathered whilft the
moon ﬂuncs. ~This fuperftition gives it an air of folemnity.

\

This



22 ALEXANDTER; on

This was owing to his being deceived by my boy, whom he afked what he
came for, to which he replied, to be cured of a pain in his fide: the other
anfwer which he gave, took itsife from a queftion that was propofed to him,

¢« Whether it was better to go by fea to Italy or on foot.? This made him
{ay to me—-(whtch had nothing to do with Homer),

Go not by fea, but-take thy way on foot.

I played him feveral tricks -of this kind: for mﬁance, I propofed one

- queftion only, and wroteit in a book as ufual, and with it fent ¢ight drachmas,

as if I had paid for fo many oracles : he was deceived by this, and to that:
fingle queftion, which, by the by, was, When that rogue Alexander fhould

be dete@ed, fent me cight anfwers, * belonging, as they fay, neither to

heaven nor earth, totally nonfenfical and unintelligible, When he after<

wards found out the trick that had been played him, he was very angry, and

hated me as you may fuppofe, as his bittereft enemy, efpecially as I had,

moreover, endeavoured to diffuade Rutilianus from the marriage, and cau-

tioned him not to put too much truff in the prophecy : and accordingly,

when he afked fome queftions concerning me, his anfwer was,

In «f» midnight révels, and inceftuous beds,
- That man delights.

The truth was, he did moft éordially hate fne, as well indeed he might

as foon, however, as he hedrd that I was come into the city, and knew I

was that very Lucian who had fo harraffed him, (I had luckily, you muft

know, brought two-foldiers with me, fent by my friend the governor of
Cappadocia, to conduét me to the fea,) he received me with the greateft ap~

pearance of politenefs and civility, I went to. him with my guard, who by

good fortune had accompanied me thither. He put forth his hand to me

to kifs, as his cuftom was with the common people ; upon which, ftooping

dowt as if tofalute his hand, I gave him fuch a | bite as almoft lamed him,

The attendants began. to fall upon and beat me, as a profane facrilegious
~ wretch, being already not a little provoked that I had fiyled him plain Alex-

* Belonging.] 1. e. quite forexgn to the purpofe,
+ In mtdmgbt] If this was Lucian’s general charadter (which is not impoffible,) however

eandid it may be decmed, it was furely not altogether prudent thus to let pofterity into thn :

{ecret.

t A bite.] This was rather a childifh trick of my friend Lucian’ s, and which we find he had
Jike to have paid dear for,

- : ‘ , ander,
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andet, and not . the prophet. He bore it, however, very patiently ; called
off the attendants, and promifed he would: foon find the means of reconciling;
me to him, and would thew me the power of Glycon, who could make the:
bittereft enemies friends to each other. Then commanding all that were
prefent to retire, he began to expoftulate with me, faying, he knew me
very well, and what 1 had faid to Rutilianus about.him : And why, added’
he, would you act thus, when you know how it is in my power to advance

_you by his means? Knowmg the dangerous fituation I was in, 1 thanked:.

~him for his civility, and withdrew, And fo we parted friends, to the no-
fmall aftonithment of many who wondered to fee me come off fo well.

Soon after this, when I was going to fet fail, (for only Xenophon and my--
felf were left behind, my father and family being gone before to Amaftris,)-

“he fent me feveral prefents, and even went fo far as to offer me a fhip and.
rowers to carry me over. I thought he meant me fair in all this, but
when we were got half way,. obferving the pilot in tears, and quarrelling.
with the failors, I began to fufpeét fomething wrong.. Alexander, itfeems,.
had given orders that they fhould feize and throw us all over-board, which;,
indeed had they performed, it would foon have put an end to our difference.-
He perfuaded them,. however, by tears and fupplications, not to.do us any’
injury, “ I,.faid he to me, as-you fee, am.threefcore years of age, and have:
hitherto lived a good and 1rreproachable life, and have a wife and children,.
and will not after all, dip my bands;in blood.” He then. told. us~A1exandcr S
commands, and what he was to have done with us.

When.they had landed us at giale, celebrated by the noble : Homer,,
they returned home. Here I met with fome *Bofphoran ambaffadors, who:
Had been fent by king Eupator into Bithynia to receive the annual tribute,,
and told them the danger we had been in ;. they treated us kindly, took us-
into their thip; and thus Lgot fafe to Amaflris, after our narrow efcape..
From this time 1 firained every nerve to-be revenged. on that rafcal, whom,.

- before the vile fnare which he laid for me, Lalways abominated, .on-account
of his infamous character. L now determined.on a:public accufation of him,,
in which I was fupported by many, and more efpecially by thofe philofo-

phers who were difciples of Timocrates the Heracliot, But this was put a-

ftop to by the king ¢f Pontus: and Bithynia,. who almoft an his knees intreat-- .
. ¢d'us to go no farther ; affuring us; that on.account of* his: particular regardi

@ Homer.] See Iliad, book vi. 1. 855;.

fore -
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for Rutilianus, he could not punifh him, even if he had been found guilty
of the greateft enormities. I was obliged therefore, of neceflity to defift, as
it would have been madnefs to accufe him before a judge fo prede'termined.

Amongft other inftances of his audacity, what think you of his afking the -
emperor to change the name of the wall of Abonus, and to call it * Ionopo-
lis; and ftriking money. with the reprefentation of Glycon on one fide, and
himfelf on the other; with the crown of his grand-father Zfculapius, and
the fcythe of Perfeus, his progenitor by the mother’s fide ? '

He had publifhed an oracle which foretold that he fhould live to the age
of a hundred and fifty, and then be -+ firuck dead with lightning : but after
all made a moft miferable end, dying before he was quite fcventy, as became
the fon of Podalirius ; his foot and lower parts mortifying up to the groin :
befides that, he was almoft eaten up with worms. At the time of his death,
they difcovered that he was | bald, the pain obliging ‘him to lay open his

" head to the phyficians to pour fomething upon it, which they could not do

without taking off his || peruke, _ ,

Such was the cataftrophe of the tragedy of Alexander : one would fuppofe.
it to have been the work of providence, though it might poffibly fo fall out
by mere chance. Very fitting it was, that the ceremonies after his death
fhould correfpond with thofe of his life, and that a contention fhould enfue
for the oracle. His brethren and accomplices, therefore, petitioned Rutili-
anus to ‘determine which of them fhould be preferred to it, and adorned
with the facerdotal robe, and prophetic crown. Amongft them was Pztus
the phyfician, an old man, and grey-headed ; little did it become his grey
hairs, or his profeffion, to appear in fuch an affair. Rutilianus, however,
who-was to decide it, fent them all away uncrowned, referving the prophet’s
place for him, at fome more convenient opportunity. :

I have fele@ed, my dear friend, thefe few remarks by way of effay, partly
to oblige you, my old acquaintance and companion; whom I admire, as
well for your wifdom and love of truth, as for that foftnefs and {weetnefs of .

* Tonopolis,] There are medals yet extant of Antoninus Pius, with the ferpent and Glyco -
upon them ; and others of L. Aurel, Verus, with this infcription TAvkar rawmoAiTere—an un, '
anfwerable confirmation of the truth of Lucian’s narrative.

4 Struck dead.] Alluding to his own prophecy concerning himfelf, i verfe.

t Bald) A circumftance which Lucian, we find by ‘the queftion propofed to him a little bee
fore, had come to the knowlege of.

§| Peruke)) Greek, guasns, fititio capillamentos
- manners,
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manners, that equity and juftice, and all thofe feveral qualities which fo emi~
nently diftinguifhyou, And partly, I muft own alfo, and which I know
you will approve, to vindicate the honour of Epicurus, that truly good and
pious man, endowed with moft divine knowlege, who alone was acquainted
with the beauty of truth, and taught it to others, bleffing all thofe with frec- -
dom and happinefs who attended to him. The book will, withal, I flatter

myfelf, be profitable to the reader, as it may ferve to refute fome fal{ehoods,
"“and confiri1 the trith of fome things worthy to be remembered.

Vou 1L ~ E o | THE
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A DI AL OGUE

One of the bad Confequences arifing from the Company of Wits, who deal in Irony and
Sarcafm is, that you never know whether they are in Feft or Earnef s and this is
the Cafe with Luc1an, in regard to the following Dialogue, which wears fuch a
double Face, that it is difficult to fay whether be meant to ridicule the noble Science
of Dancing, or truly and foberly to defend and extol it. When be tells us, in the Be=
ginning, that Dancing is coeval with the Univerfe, and that the World is nothing
but a grand Dance of Things, we can bardly conceive bim to be ferions ; and yet
in the latter Part of the Treatife, .the Gravity of his Arguments and Manner
ewould incline us to think bim fo. The whole, however, except, perbaps, the long:
String of old Fables, is entertaining and fenfible. '

L YCINTUS axon CR AT O

LYCINUS

S you have thought proper, my friend Crato,-for fome time paft to

L X" bring moft heavy complaints 4gainft dancing, to abufe the'art “itfelf,
and find fault with me for being fond of it, as {pending all my time on a
frivolous and womanifh entertainment ; I muft now convince you how great-
ly you are miftaken, and how fadly you have forgot yourfelf, in fpeaking
thus contemptuoudly, of one of the moft agreeable things in life : it may,
however, be pardonable in you, who have been brought up and ufed to
a gloomy way of life, and have always imagined that nothing can be
good that is not harfh and rigid, and condemn that which you are an utter

firanger to. - .
' CRATOQ
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CR AT O

In good truth, ,my friend Lycinus, I.am aftonifhed to fee a man like you,
'brought up to letters, and no bad philofopher, leaving his profitable. ftudies
and converfe with the ancients, to be tickled with a ﬂageoler, or fit admir-

ing an effeminate fellow, in long petticoats, finging lafcivious fongs, and
imitating the lewd women, the # Phaxdras,  Parthenopes, and Rhodopes of
_antiquity, beating time with your foot upon the benches, and makinga ri-
_diculous nmfe, very unbecommg a man of your education. When 1 heard
you frequented fuch entertainments, I not ouly blufthed - for, but was truly
angry with you, for thus negleting Plato, Ariftotle, and Chryfippus, to fit
like thofe who tickle their ears with a feather ; and that too whilft there are
. fo many noble and -delightful .employments for the eye.and ear, fo many
excellent concerts, fo many, where the «f+ harp is played o in perfection, and
above all,; whilft there is grave tragedy and chearful comedy to amufe you,
things worthy of public conteft, and univerfal emulation. -You, will fland.
" in need, ‘therefore, my good friend, of a long apology, at leaft w1th every
" liberal mind, if you mean not to be cut off from the focicty of all good and
‘vu'tuous men: yaou had better, indéed, at once, deny that you were ever
. guilty of. fuch a folly 5 and take care that, for the future, we never fee you
: changmg yourfelf thus, from a man into a Lydxan or Bacchanal ; ‘it would
be nof only your fault, indeed, but ours, if, when we faw you frupificd,
like { Ulyffes by the lotus; we did not endeavour to.bring you back to your
fenfes, before you were, totally pofleflfed -hy thofe Syrens of the ftage ; his
» Syrens caught | mariners by the ears, if they did not &op them up with wax,
..as they failed that way ; but you are taken by the, eye, and reduced to the
- moft ab‘)eét flavery.

® Phadras, £5¢.] The fory of Phadra, and her paffion for Hlm)olytus, is too well known
1o ftand in need of gny illuftration, Parthcnope was gne of the Syrens whom Ulyffes fhut his
ears againft, The laft mentioned Yady is repofted ta have got money enough, by her
profeffion asa courtezan, to bujld one of the famous, Egyptian pyramids.

§ The barp,) Greek ulagas I call it g harp, thaugh, ‘as Mantfaucon has obferved, itis vory "
dlﬂicult to determine in what the lyre,‘ ggthara, chelys, pfaltery, and h'znp dlffcred from each
other. Dr. Burney obferves, that the cnhara (from which the Italian word chitarra, ar guits
tar, is manifeftly deriyed), was, perhaps, as different from the lyro, as a fingle harp from a
doybleone, The Greeks had, probahly, twa pnnclpal fpecies of firinged inftruients,” one,
like our harp, of full compafs, reﬁmg on its bafe, the other more portable, and {lung overtha
- fhoulder, lxke our guittar, or the ancient'lyre, reprefented in fculpture, .

1 Liké-Ulyffes.] Scé- -Odyffey, book ix. 1, g2. I have quoted the paffage as mnﬂatcd by
Pope, in another place, -

Rz | . LYCH
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LYCINUS.

Blefs us, Crato, what a fierce dog have you let loofe upon me! but your
fimile, let me tell you, of the Syrens and Lotophagi, isby no means appi- 1
cable to my cafe: for thofe who ecat the lotus, and liftened to the Syrens,
were punithed with death{ whereas, with regard to myfelf, befides that
the pleafure is much greater than theirs, the confequence alfo is good and
happy ; for neither have I by this forgot my private concerns, nor become
incapable of doing my bufinefs; but, on the contrary, I can affirm, always
return from the theatre more alert, and fit for all the offices of life, fo that

- I may fay with Homer, who was an eye witnefs of it,- ’
# Delighted I return, and wifer far.

But pray tell me, Crato, do you find fault with dancing, and the ftage,
after being often prefent at them ; or, having never been there, do you, not-
withftanding, affert that they are indefenfible ? If you have feen them yourfelf,
you are upon the level with me; and if you have wot, furely your accufa-
tion is unrcafonable and ill-founded, when you condemn that which you

know nothing of. :
CRATO,

" Moft certain it is, I have never been there : it would but ill become 1mne,
with my long beard and grey locks, to fit myfelf down amongft a heapof
women, and mad {pectators, to applaud a worthlefs fellow, writhing his body
into a thoufand forms, for no good or ufeful purpofe whatfoever.

LYCINUS !
" I muft pardon you, Crato, fince this is the cafe; but if you will take n.ly
advice, only go by way of experiment, and open your eyes; I will anfwer
for it, you will foon be for going early, and before any body elfe, to fecure
a good place, from whence you may fee and hear every thing diftinétly,

CRATDO o :
May I perifh if ever I fubmit to any fuch thing whilft I have hair on my

legs, and my beard is not pulled off! In the mean time I fincerely pity you,
- who are feized with this Bacchanalian frenzy. ‘
. ’ &

* Delighted.] This is aliteral tranflation of the line in Homer, which is
' . Ttﬂamvn; VITal, KO TALOVE eidwg, ' A /
which is part of the Syren’s fong in the twelfth book of the Odyfley. Pope his funk the

" whole line in his tranflaticn, and, 25 he frequently does, gives us fomething elfe in the room
of it. T

LYCL
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"L YCINZUYS
“Will you then liften to me, my friend, whilt I defend dancing, and en-
deavour to convince you that it has many perfections; thatit isnot only enter-
taining, but profitable to the {petators; that it is ufeful and inftrutive,
“harmonifes the fouls of the beholders, charms the fight with agreeable {pec-
tacles, and the hearing with delightfui founds, difplaying the united beau-
ties both of mind and body : that it does all this by the affiftance of mufic
and: numbers, Ais not to: its-difgrace, but adds to the pralfe and honour of it
AR ' CRATO .

I am not at leifure fo hear a madman harangue in pralfe of his diftemper;
but, if you are very defirous of pouring out your nonfenfe upon me, 1 will
{ubmit to the operatién, and ledd you my cars, which, though I fhall not
ftop them with wax, may not, perhaps, be very attentive to you, I will

hold my tongue, however; therefore, fay what you pleafe, as if there was
nobody to overhear you. '

LYCINUS |

That is the very thxng 1 wifhed for; you will foon fee whether what ] am
going to fay to you is nonfenfe. In the firt place, then, I muft obferve, that
"youfeem not to know the antiquity of dancing ; that it is not of yéfterday,
not invented by our anceftors, nor by thofe who lived before them: they
who know the true origin of it will inform you, that it is coeval with the
birth of the Univerfe, and fprang forth at the fame time with Love, the el-
deft of the-gods.. “The Cliorus of the ftars, the conjunétion of the plancts,
their hafmonious “ofder and connetion, are but various copics of the firft
great dance of things : from that time the art hath been advancing, which
is now arrived at perfeGtion, and is at length the moft #* mufe-like, all
: comprehendmg, all harmonious, firft of things.
4 Rhea, we are told, delighting in the art, firt commanded the Cory-
- bantes’ in Phrygxa, and the Curetes in Crete to dance ; and the received no

* Mq/}-lxkc-] Greek, wohvyac'ov a.'yaGar.

S

+ Rbea, €¢.] To underftand the force, and tafte the sidicule of this paffage, it is neceffary M

to inform the reader, if he does not know it before, that according to the unaccountable fyftem
of ancient theogony, Rhea, or Cybele, when fhe was with child of Jupiter by Saturn, that her
* hufband might not deftroy the infant as foon as born, which it feems he had threatened, retired -
to Crete, when, after being delivered, fhe gave lier little Jupiter to the care of her friends, -or
pricfts, the Curetes and Corybantes, who made a violent noife with their lances, fhields, and
bucklers, that Saturn might not hear the child cry.  Lucian takes this apportunity of laughing

at the whole ftory, and tells us that it is therefore to-dancing alone we are indeb:ed for the
prefervation of the father of gods and men,

FL
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'

fmall advantagé from it; for tley- prefcfvedf her fon, and Jove will himfelf

-acknowlege, that to'them he: owed ‘his delivery from the cruelty of an in-
-cenfed father: fh’ey'—‘dan;‘e’d ivarms,‘and ftriking their fwords'on their-fhields,

feemed, as it were, filled with @ martial and divide fury.. ‘Some of the

‘braveft Cretans afterwards ftudied this art, and became: excellent dancers’;
"-and thefe were nat the lowand common people, but of ‘the nobleft families,

and amongft thofe who were deferving of the empire. - Homer, with.a view
to diftinguifh, and riot- to difgrace Merion; calls him a «dancer: andfo fa-
mous was he in this art, that not only.his'countrymen the Grecians acknow-

leged his perfetions in it, but ‘his-enemies the Trojans. alfoy they experi-

enced, no doubt, in battle, that{kill-and:agility which he-had acquired by his
‘proficiency in this ufeful fc:ence : ‘the “verfes, T think, arenpretty nearlyLas
“follows, - ” :
# Swiftas thou art, the raging herocries, ** <7 - T
And {killd in dancing to difpute the prizes -~ T L
My fpear, the deftin’d paffage had it found,
Had fix'd thy active vigour to the ground. :
And yet we find he did noty;kill,him 3 :by-his knowlege,pf,-{v danqug, 1

fuppofe, he-efcaped the arrows'that werg . fhot,-at: him. I could. enumeratc
{everal other heroes- who wererenowned for this.art ;i it may -fuffice to men-

‘tion only Neoptolemus, ‘the fon of Achilles, a-moft: admirable dancer, who

invented the famous "Pyrrhic dance, fo ealled from-him, “When Achilles
heard this of his fon, it gave him more pleafure, -they fay,. than when here-
fleGted on his beauty, and all-his other accomplithments.and perfections.
It was } his dance indeed, that deftroyed -and-Jaid level- with the ground,
the proud city of Troy; which, to'that day,- had-remained-unconguerable,

The Lacedzmonians, who were reckoried the braveft: of all the Grecians,
learned their Caryatic from Caftor and Pollux (this-is a fpecies ‘'of dance, -fo
called from Caryz, a ftreer in Sparta); thefe people did every thing in a

* See Pope’s Homer’s Odyﬂ’ey, B, xvi. L, 745,

t Dancing ] Is this a ferious defence of dancing, ora fevere. ndiculc of it? ,

1 His dance.) Surely Lugian appears here with a broad, .grinon his copntenance, and is
plainly ironical ; it puts usin mind of the burlefque fong, where Alc:xauder N

‘Drank about the council-board,
- And fubdu’d the world by drmkmg,
- More than by his conquering fiword,

. . mufe-
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mufe-hke manner, fought by nymbers, mufic, and-a regular motion of the
feer;-the pipe always .giving the firft fignal of battle: and as they were
Jed on- by mufic and;dancing, they always conquered : their young men were

taught to dance, -as well as to ﬁght : they came to blows, then paufed fora
time, and finithed the engagement in a dance ; the fidler always fitting in the

midft,. and beating time with his foot ; whilft they, forming themfelves as it .

‘were,. into: -megre,. followed each other m wvarious circumvolutions ; and
marching to. different funes, fometlmes rough and warlike, and {oon after to
quxck and fprltely ones, fuch as Bacchus and Venus admire. The fong
which they fing in their dance, is an invitation to Venus and Cupid to trip it
along with them ; another, for they fing two, contains inftru&tions how they

are to dance-: then they cry oyt aloud, ¢ Boys, move your feet, and dance
better.” ; . ’

“Thofedo much the fame who perform the * Hormus : this is a dance of. |

the youths-and virgins, moving in 2 chorus one by one, like a chain or col-
lar, from which it takes its name. The young man leads the way, ftepping-
.gracefully along;. and with fuch motions as he is afterwards to pracife in the
field ; the virgin follows, teaching her fex, as it were, to dance with decen-
.cy.and grace; fo that the whole appears indeed like a chain, where ‘manly
 fortitude, and female modefty, are knit together.

‘What Homer tells us in his fhield of Achilles concerning Ariadne, and

;the dance whlch Daedalus led her, as unneceﬁ'ary to repeat to a reader like

A Hormm.] From the Greek guaq, monile, a collar, or necklace, Theideai isa pretty one,
fomething fimilar to this is frequently adopted in our modern dances,
+ Ariadnes] A figured dance fucceeds ; fuch once was feen,
In lofty Gnoflus, for the Cretan queen,
‘Form’d by D=zdalian art ; a comely band
Of youths and maidens, bounding hand in hand,
Now forth at once, too fwift for fight they {pring,
And, undiftinguifh’d, blend the flying ring.,
See Pape’s Homer’s Odyfley, book xviii. I, 6g1.
1t is worth obferving, {'ays a.commentator on this paffage,:.that the Grecian dance is fiill per-
- formed in this manner in the oriental nations ; the youths-and maids dance in a ring, beginning
flowly, by degrees the mufic playsa. qmcker time, till atlattthey dance with the utmoft fiviftnefs,.
and towards the conclufion, fingas heréin a general chorus.
" Y Tamblers.] Greek, mGisnrngsg, ‘the Latin tranflator calls them faltantes in caput, fuch as
dance on their heads. Pope calls them tumblers.

The

]
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Thc youthful dancers, in a: ‘circle bound Coorenr

And which, hc tells us, was ‘the ‘moft beautxful part of Vulcansﬂucld
- "he Phaeacmns, we may naturally fuppofe, were” fond of dancmg, bemga
delicate race of people, and who lived a life of luxury and happmefs. Ho-
mer therefore, makes # Ulyﬁ'es partlcularly admire them, -~

The Theflalians had this art in fuch eﬁeem, that they called their’ generals
and great warriors 4~ leaders of the dance and this {s ‘proved by theit inferip-
tions on the monuments which they mlfed, in memory of their gréat men:

~ one of them fays, ¢ the city made. fuch ‘a ridn Proorchefter: and another, '
< the people raifed this to the memory of Ilatxon, for hxs well-danccd
s¢ battle.” :

1 fhall not here obfervc, that amongﬁ all the ancient myfteries, there are
none without dances, as Orpheus, Mufzus, and others, the beft dancers of
their time, who inftituted them, always took care to make dancmg an in-
difputable qualification for all who were initiated into them. - We muft not
fpeak of the orgies, on account of thofe who are not initiated ; but every
body knows, that thofe who reveal the my fteries, are faxd to ‘have } danced
out of the circle. . ) ; B

In Delos, no facrifices, it is well known, were ever made without mufic
and dancing : a chorus of boys always played upon the lute and harp, whilft
the moft fkilful of them proceeded with hymns and fongs ; and the verfes
written for thefe choruffes whxch the Lyric poets are full of, were called
| Hyporchemata. But why need I dwell upon the Greeks, when even the
Indians, as foon as they rife in the morning, worthip the fun; not as we do,
who, when we have kiffed our hands, think our adoration complete ; but

. Uljﬂ’: ] See Odyfley, @. L, 365.

+ Leaders.} Greek, weoopysenpas, firlt dancers, Thxs and the other appellatxous mean 1o more
thanthat the Theffalians applied termsufed in dancing to military affairs, and did thisart the honour
fometimes to draw allufions from it; but Lucian’s bufinefs here is to make the moft of the matter,

1 Danced out } Greek; Efopyeiobes, extra facrum chorum faltare. Whence, perhaps, we may
derive our Englifh word, cxorcifin; but, after all, thisis nothing, as I before obferved, but
an allufion ; though Lucian feems to infinuate that religion itfelf depends on dancing. Hls fer.
vent zeal on this occafion puts me in mind of a famous Treatife on the Art of Angling, now
before me ; theauthor, after affirming that no man can be honeft or good who does not love fith-
ing, proceeds gravely to remark, that only three Apoftles attended our Saviour to the mount
on his transfiguration, and that thefe three were all—fithermen.

§ Hyporchemata,] From opynois, faltatio, ums;muu &, fays Meurﬁus, 70 piy’ opxww: ade
REVRY y.t?w,-
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turning their- heads towards the -eaft, falute’ him - with a dance; filently
throwing themfelves into certain poftures; and imitating the motions of the
divinity. Such is the adoration of the Indians, their chorus, and facri-
fice; in this manner they propitiate the deity in the morning and in the even-
ing every day. The Althiopians alfo dance whilft they fight ; nor will one
' of them take an arrow out of his hair, (for that is' his quiver, which they
furround like fo many rays,). without firft making ufe. of. feveral threatening
motions, -and terrifying the énemy with‘a:dance. - : . ,
And now we are got into India and thiopia, it may be worth our while
to ftep down into the neighbouring kingdom of ZEgypt. Here, according
to the old fable, lived the famous Proteus, who, I believe, was nothing
more than a good dancer,. and .an excellent mimic; who could throw him- °
"+ felf into all fhapes and forms, imitating, by the répidity ‘of his motions, the
* fwiftnefs of fire, the ﬂhidity of water, the fiercenefs of the lion, the fpirit
of the panther, the bending of the trees, and any thing, in thort, he pleafed:
but they caught hold of the marvellous; and told: the ftory as if thofe things
had réally happened,. which were fo well reprefented by him, though thofe
. that dance-now perform the:very fame, for they change themfelves into every
form, and rival * Proteus himfelf : we have reafon to fuppofe that- Empufa
alfo, who could throw. herfelf into fuch_a variety of fhapes, was. likewife
‘fome excellent proficient in this art. :7: L » o
Nor muft we here pafs over that dance of, the. Romans which is perfornied
by the Salii (for fo'they, call.fome of their priefts), in honour of Mars,” the
god of war, and which is moft grave and holy. ’
Agreeable to this Roman cuftom is the fable which the Bithynians relate

of their Priapus, a warlike deity, one of the Tigans I believe, or the § Ide-

O D.ANCIN G

% Proteus.] Here the'mafk falls fairly off, -and Lucian may be faid to laugh out :. his turning
Proteus into a dancing-mafter plainly fhews.he cannot be injearneft, but it is hoped the Proteus’s
of the prefent age, inconfideration of the many handfome things he has faid on the fubjedt,
will forgive him a laugh or two on the profeffion '

¥ 'Salii ] The Salii were¢ Roman priefts, and fo called from falio,” to dance, firft appointeéd
we aretold by Numa : their office was fo “celebrate the rites of Mars with fongs and dances ;
they-were habited in a fhort fearlet caffock, having 'r'oun’d them a broad belt, clafped with
brafs buckles, on their heads they wore a fort of copper helmet, fhort {words by their fides, a
- javelin in their right hand, and the ancele, ortarget, in the other,  Tliey were twelve ingum-
" ber, and always chofen from the patricians.. : T

t Idean dadlyli.] Priefts of Cybele, who was worfhipped on mount Ida, called datyli, from
dzxwvies, a finger, in allufion to theirnumber, as in their firft inftitution there were but ten of
shem. See Strabo, Pollux, If. Cafaubon, and the learned Bryan. .

. M VQL. Ilu F *

[y

an :



38 O DANCIN G

an Daétyli; well fkilled in military knowlege, who is faid to have received
Mars from the hands of Juno, whilft he was yet a boy, though remarkably
ftrong and manly, and to have inftru&ted him in dancing,,even before he
taught him to fight ; for this, as a reward, he was prefented by Juno with a
tenth of the {poil which fell to the fhare of Mars in battle. I need not men-
tion to you the feafts of Bacchus; which, you well know, all confiftin dances,
the principal of them the * Cordax, the 4 Sicynnis, and the { Emmeleia,
were {o called from the Satyrs, priefts of Bacchus, who invented them ; by
thefe he conquered the Tyrrhenians, Indians, and Lydians, and obliged
thofe warlike nationsto carry the thiafus.

Take heed, therefore, my moft extraordinary friend, that you are not
guilty of -impiety, in vilifying this divine and myftic art, praitifed by for
many of the gods themfelves, and dedicated to their fervice, and which, at
the fame time, affords both profic and delight. When I confider (for [ muft
once more recur to the poets), how great an admirer you are of Homer, and
Hefiod in particular, I am aftonithed to find your opinion fo direély oppofite
to them, who praife this art above all things. When Homer fpeaks of things.
the moft defireable, he mentions fleep, love, and harmony, and calls danc-
ing alone the §irreprehenfible pleafure : he bears teftimony, you fee, to the
excellency of fong; which always accompanies my favourite art, and ex-
prefly fays, that is irreprehenfible, which you have dared to find fault with 3
and again, in another part of his poem, he fays,

I} To fome the powers of bloody war belong,
To fome fweet mufic, and the charms of fong.

Moft delightful, indeed, are fong and dance together, they are the fweeteft
gift of heaven ; the poet feems to have divided all things into two parts, war

and peace, and inoppofition to the former has contrafted thefe pleafures as
the moft deleCtable.

* Cordax,] This was a gay brifk dance, accompanied fometimes, we are told, with lewd
- and wanton geftures, and belonged properly to comedy ; a learned writer on the fubjec calls is

genus ridiculz faltationis in comediis, qua turpiter lumbos fpinamque quatiebat—approaching,
1 fuppofe, pretty nearly to the indecency of our modern flage-dancing; the Bacchanalia, oz
feafts of Bacchus, confifted principally of various dances.

+ Sicynnus.] This was a fatirical dance, wherein the grave and brifk were intermixed.

3 Emmeleia.] This was a grave and folemn dance,

§ Irreprebenfible.] Greeky apvpsios opyenfjuorns Il. N 636.

{ Ta forme, &c.] Sce Pope’s Homer’s Iliad, book xiiis b 915,

Hefiod,
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his covering you hear him crying out, fometimes high, and fometimes Tow,
and chaunting his forrows in jambic vetfe, minding nothing but 'his voice,
for every thing elfe ufed to be fupplied by the poet himfelf: as long ‘as only
- “Hecuba or Andromache fpoke, this was tolerable ; but when Hercules comes
to fing alone, he forgets the club and the lion’s kin, drops the character, and
may be faid to make a folecifm indeed.

You alledge, that in dancing, men aé the part of women; now this is
commonly done both in tragedy and comedy, for * in both there are more
-women" than. men : in comedy, the. principal parts, to make the audience
laugh, are given to the ridiculous charaéters, cooks, fcullions, Davus’s, and
Tibius’s : on theother hand, how neat and decent the habit and appearance of
the dancer is; I need not remark, one muft be blind not to fee it : add to this,,
that the mafk is always handfome, and fuited to the action, not gaping like
the. other, but:with the mouth fhut. 'There are, indeed, other mouths
enough to open in praife of it. It was formerly ufual for the fame perfon
both to fing and dancc; but, finding that fhortnefs of breath from quick
motion {poiled the fong, they relieved the dancer, and appointed a perfon to-
fing 4 under him. = With regard to other things, tragedy and dancing are

nearly the fame, except that the latter has more variety, and is § more in-
firutive.

: The reafon why there are no exercifes, or prizes for dancing appointed
in Greece, was, I fuppofe, becaufe the magiftrates thought it too noble and

% [n both.) This, fo far as it regards the {mall remains of the ancient drama now extant, is:
by no means true; in Lucian’s time, however, for ought we know, it might have been fo..
Women, it is almoft certain, never afted either in comedy or tragedy, and moft probably were
not then thought capable of it.  'What would Lucian fay, if he could come amongft us, to a
Young, a Yates, or a Barry?

# Under bim.] This lets us into a dramatic manceuvre which we were totally unacquamteé
with, one man dancing, and another explaining his motions in a fong ; a great deal of fkill and
exadnefs muft have been neceffary in both. This idea agrees furprifingly with the hypotheﬁs
1upported by the Abbé du Bos. See his Reflections on Pamtmg and Poetry.

. More infiruétive.] Greek, widomabesegas, plus doftrine habentes, a bold affertion of Lucian,,
which the tragic poets of this or any other age will hardly admit ; but our fatiriff, we muft re-
member, is apt now and then to deal in the hyperbole :. the writers, however, on the other fide-
of the queftion are equally extravagant, meliue eft fodere quam faltare, fays the pious St. Ay
guftine; nemo faltat fobrius, ('a}s Tully ; and the author of the Hiffory of the Waldenfes very
gravely affures us, thata dance is the devil’s proceflion, and as many paces as a man dances, fo
many fteps does he make towards hell ; with many other refleftions of the fame nature,~Muft
_ we then, afterall, fend ourchildren to the dancing {chool or not ? as Popefays,

' Who fhall decide when doctors difagree ? :

facred
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And now I will enumerate thofe qualities which the dancer {hould be pof-
fefled of, how he fhould be prepared, and infiruéted, and by what means
his knowlege may be ftrengthened and confirmed ; by which you will pets
ceive, that this art is not to be numbered amongft the eafieft and meoft prac-
ticable, but reaches to the * fummit of all human learning : comprehending
mufic, numbers, geometry, with your favourite philofophy, both natural
and meoral, though it doth not hold the fubtilty of difputation by any means
neceffary. Oratory, however, it would not defpife, but lays claim to a parg
of it, as far as concerns the paffions and affections of men : nor muft it be 3
ftranger to painting and flatuary, as it can imitate their fymmetry and pro-
portion, in fuch a manner as neither Phidias nor Apelles can. be fuperior ta
it. But, above all, it will be neceflary for the dancer to have a great and
comprehenfive memory : for, like Homer’s Calchas, he

+ Muft koow the paft, the prefent, and to come,

That nothing may efcape him, as it is an imitative feience, he muft be able
to point out and exprefs the thoughts of men': what Homer, therefore, at-
tributed to Pericles, the good dancer muft alfo enjoy; a power of under-
ftanding what ought to be done, and of pradtifing it alfo, Flow heisto do
this, T will now confider, i ‘

The firft great requifite is a knowlege of ancient hiftory, a perfect remem.
brance, as I before obferved, and 2 propcr'reprefentation ofit. He muft
know every thing, therefore, from chaos and the origin of things, down to
the times of ABgyptian Cleopatra; with all that pafled in the interval; as, the
4 caftration of Ceelum, the birth of Venus, the battle of the Titans, the na-
tivity of Jupiter, the fraud of Rhea, the ftone, the imprifonment of Saturn,

* The fummit.] This exaggerated encomium puts us in mind of a ftroke of humour (and I be.
lieve it is the only one init), in one of our farces, where the danging-mafter obferves,
that the young lady’s imprudent condud can be attributed to nothing but her never having learn.
ed to dance,

§ Muft know ] See Homey’s Iliad, book i,

t The cafiration, &c.} Lugian has herg, probably to fhew his leamning, which was very ex.
tenfive, given us a long detail of ancient flories, which, to confefs the truth, is rather tedious
and unneceflary; it would {urely be fufficient to abferye, in fupport of hig labour’d panegyric on
the art, that the dancer fhould be gequainted with every part of angient hiftory, fable, and my.
thology, ‘without entering fo minutely into the repetition of them.

It is obfervable that fome of the rales alluded to are not meptioned by any author but Lueian,
and contain fome fadls and hiftories which we know nothing' of : an enquiry into, and full ex.
planation of them alf would fill 2 quarto volnme ; I bave not, therefore, atiempted a tafk which
would be both tirefome and upneceflary. : od

. ; a
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and Thyeftes, Zrope, the golden fleece,, the wedding of Pelops, the murther
of Againemnon, and the punithment of Clytemnaftra; before this, the ex~’
pedition of the feven leaders againft Thebes, the reception of the banifhed
fons-in-law of Adraftus, the oracle concerning them, the forbidding of fune-
ral rites, and the deaths of Menzceus and Antigone in confequence of it ;
add to this, as neceflary to be known, what happened in Nemza, to Hyp-
fipyle and Archemorus, and what paflfed long before that with relation ta
Danae’s prifon, the birth of Perfeus, and bis combat with the Gorgon, to
which is joined the hiftory of Zchiopia, Caffiopeia, Andromeda, and Ce-
pheus, whom the credulity of after-ages placed an‘fongﬁ the flars: neither
muft he forget the ftory of Danaus and- ZEgyptus, and the fradulent marriage
of their children. Lacedzmon will alfo furnith him with many events, the
loves of Hyacinthus, the rivalthip of Zephyrus and Apollo, the murther of
the boy by a difcus, the flower that {prung up from his blood with the me-
- lancholy marks upon it, Tyndarus rifing from the dead, and Jupiter’s quar-
rel with Afculapius, the wandering of Paris after his judgment of the apple,
with the rape of Helen, The biftory of Troy is conne¢ted with that of Sparta,
and is very large and comprehenfive: as from almoft every one of the adven-
tures there, a fable may be compofed ; all which, he ought; therefore, to
retain in bis memory, particularly from the rape of Helen to the return of
the Greeks, the voyages of Mneas, and the paffion of Dido; with which
may be conneted, the ats of Oreftes, and what he performed in Scythia ;
vor mufl the previous circumftances be forgoet of Achilles remaining at Scy-
rus in the habit of a virgin, the madnefs of Ulyfles, Philoctetes left in the
defart ifland, all the adventures of Ulyfles, Circe, and Telegonus, the power
- of Aolus over the winds, and every thing that happened down to the death
of the fuitors, back as far as the fbares laid for Palamedes, the anger of
Nauplius, the madnels of one Ajax, and the death of the other amongft the
rocks. Elis will alfo furnifh the fkilful dancer with many fubje@s; Oeno-
.maus, Myrtilus, Saturn, Jupiter, and the firft contenders. at the Olympic
games. Arcadia will likewife fupply him with abundance of fables, fuch as .
the flight of Daphne, Callithes living the life of a favage, the drunken
frolics of the. Centaurs, the birth of Pan, the loves of Alpheus, and his div.
ing under the fea. If he pafles over into Crete, he will meet with great va-
riety, Europe, Pafiphae, the two bulls, the labyrinth, Ariadne, Phadra,
Androgeos, Dzdalus, Icarus, Glaucus, the prophecies of Polyides, and.

Talus
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 Talus tke t:‘amlﬁi@r, wh

rried the brazen tablets through Crete. If be
h& will find Althea, Meleager, Atzlanta, the
és and Achelous, the birth of the Syrens,
ichinz, whien the fury of Alemaor had fubfided, the flory
ﬁﬁiamm, aﬁéﬁm funeral pile of Hercu’f.es‘ Thrace will

i hings very neceflary to be knowa by him, as, the
; ““i}?re ’xi& fpeakmg, H&mus,

. : : | furnifh him with
jH mm&, Pehas, Jafon, Alceﬁes, the fleet of the fifty smuths*, Argos, and

the * talking fhip; the adventures of Lemnos, Ate, the dicam of Medea,
Abf}rrms torn miaxecﬁs, what befel her in her voyage, and the ftory of Pro-
t@ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ and Laodamia.  If from thence you go back ro Afia, you will meet
with Samos, and the mxsﬁottunes of Polycrates, and his daughter’s rambles
into Perfia, not to mention the more ancient fables of the 1mpmdent rongue
'ﬁ% fﬁ&%ﬁiﬁ& the dreadful banquet of the gods, with the death of Peiops,
o wulder. « Inltaly he will ﬁaﬁ Em%mm, wuh Phaa*ton, am;l

erides, ﬁse émgaﬁ ﬁzat gﬁarﬁcd tke gn&dm frmt, the labam- of
.&tlas, Gzrym-z, ané t‘he &nmg ef the oxci: out of Ergthezz nor mx.aﬁ: he

Maccdaman empire, with
all that Antipater and Seleucus fuffered for the love of Stratonice. He muft

be acquainted with the myfleries of the Agyptians, and be able to exprefs

thﬁm!gy proper i}tmhais fuch, 1 mean, as Epaphus, Ofyris, and the gods
ed into various animals ; and aboveall, their love-advantures, parti-

' c&asar y o é&“@f 5@?@; mﬁ the many fhapes he transformed himfeif i into, He

muft know alfo all the tragic hiftory of the infernal regions, their punifh-
ments, and the caufes of them; with the uficothmon frm&ﬁnp of Thefens
.ﬁ&é Emthous, mm@e@ g?&z mm ﬁaii 8, Hs& mcmar}'; in thort, mu 8:

Mﬁ%} ﬁr;:heua eaii& it m:w.ug A&w, an& the Rm poet fayﬁ, .
. Mox, uri ¥idta gravi ceciderunt fumina fomno,

. ““cm'ea falgens ¢ tuteln carips . R
s b inflare duct, &e\’ﬁ«ﬂm&s, book 1. L 30t
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comprehend every thing which Homer, Hefiod, and the tragic poets have
recorded.

Thefe few things, out of a great many, or rathera great many out of an
infinite number, I have here mentioned as indifpenfibly neceffary, leaving
the reft to be fung by the poets, or gleaned up by the artit himfelf, which
he muft always have in readinefs to produce, whenever he may have occa-
fion for them.

As his fkill confifts in imitation, and he undertakes to explain every thing
that is fung by geftures ; he muft, like the orator, be always perfpicuous
and intelligible, that whatever he points out may be plain and clear, and
not ftand in need of an interpreter: for, as the Pythian oracle declared, the
dancer muft be underftood though he is dumb, and heard though he fays no-
thing.

Something like this happened formerly to Demetrius the Cynic, who,
finding fault with dancing, 4s you do new, afferted that it fucceeded merely
by the affiftance of mufic, conducing not at all of itfelf to the main acion :
but, that men were impofed on by a fine filken garment, a handfome matk,
the flute, and the good voices of the fingers with which that was fet off,
though it had no merit of its own. An eminent dancer in the reign of Nero,
not lefs diftinguithed for his knowlege of hiftery, than for the grace and
eloquence of his motions, only begged Demetrius, which was eertainly a
very reafonable requeft, to fee him dance before he condemned him, and
promifed to perform without mufic or finging ; which he did, and command-
ing the inftruments to ceafe, he danced before him the whole flory of Mars
and Venus, the fun expofing them, Vulcan dete&ing and throwing the
chains over the lovers, the gods ftanding by, Venus blufhing, Mars frighten-
ed and fupplicating him ; in fuch a manner as beyond meafure to delight
Demetrius, who paid him the higheft compliment, crying out with a loud
voice, “ I not only fee every thing you do, but even hear it alfo; for your
hands {eem to {peak to me.”

And now I am talking of Nero: I will tell you what happened in his
time, with regard to this very dancer whom I juft now mentioned to you,
and which was the greateft encomium on the artitfelf. A certain barbarian
from Pontus, of royal lineage, who came to Nero on fome private bufinefs,
faw this man dance with feveral others; when he performed fo amazingly,
that though he did not know the meaning of the finging that accompanied

him,
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him, for he was a Half.Grecisn, yet he perfectly underftood him, When -

hewremmmg%m Nero embraced him, and defired him to afk for

whatever he pleafed; and be fhould have it: whereupon, the barbarian faid,
mgmmywmm -will be, to make me a prefent of that
W K&az&kﬁ& what fervice he could be of to him, he
: . at home, who fpeak different languages,
them ﬁﬁs ‘man will fupply the

; th wm - So firong an

, ot ba& th;s m:mwe art mc on b;m, awé fo clear and excellent

t’ﬁ&« it appear to him, :

- The chief huﬁmfsaﬁd fcope of this art confifts, as I before abfer%d in
> perfection; the fame which the rhetoricians aim at, particular-

: ‘i? @hﬁé’% who m iﬁ m we call declamation ; which always meets with
‘extraordinary applaufe, when it is® agreeable to the fubjedt, and correfponds
haraéer of the perfon’ fuppofed to- fpeak, whether he be a tyrant-

T man, or &&u%&m in wsher of tﬁef%, ‘the merit lies in

‘imlfatﬁf af ‘every thing, as s he reaity is; the ¢ p@eticai exhc\rtatmn, there-
fore, may be well applied to him; « Freqncnt thou, my fon, various cities
and W‘mp%a, aﬁ'ummg timt mgnn%m, ami adhemg, hke tbe gm%ys

duced till in the dec] ,mmmm,whmmﬂm&ww%afmmmmﬂ
mﬁs&gwﬁe&m from a&ting o imitation, copying all the force of the
&ymmﬁxh@w m&m timhz!gdm:, reprefented all the
fo extrem A -and were fo ummf’sﬁy careﬁ‘ed

[
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pus, to every one of them.” This is abfolutely neceffary to the dancer, whe
muft adhere to, and be familiar with every thing about him. The art pro-
fefles to defcribe the manners and paffions, and to exprefs them by action,
to reprefent men as affected by love, by anger, by grief, by madnefs, and
every one of them with its peculiar geftures, What is moft aftonithing, is,
that in the fame day is often performed the character of  a raging Athamas,
an affrighted Ino, an Atreus, or Oecrope, and all by one and the fame perfon,

Other fpectacles and reprefentations either for the eye or ear, exhibit but
one thing, it is the pipe, the harp, the fong, the comedy, or the tragedy,
but dancing comprehends them all ; you have the pipe, the harp, the cym-
bal, the motion of the feet, the chorus finging, and the actor fpeaking,
every thing, in fhort, put together into one : in other things, the fun&ions
of the mind and body are feparately exerted, but in this they are united : it
exercifes the limbs, and at the fame time employs the underftanding; for
nothing is done in it without wifdom and reafon. Lefbonax, therefore, of
Mytilene, one of the beft and worthieft of men, ufed to fay, that dancers had
wife heads ; he went frequently, therefore, to fee them, as thinking he never
came out of a theatre without being the better for it : and his mafter, Timo-
crates, having been only once, and that when he was far advanced in years,
prefent at this entertainment, cried.out after it was over, What a fpectacle:
~ hath the foolifh fhame of a philofopher fo long deprived me of !

If Plato’s divifion of the foul into three parts, the irafcible, the concu~
pifcible, and the rational, be a juft one, the good dancer may be faid to
perform them all when he reprefents the angry man, the lover, and laftly,
the moderate and fenfible man, who guides every thing by reafon; reafon,,
indeed, prefides over, and dire€ts the whole of this art, being diffufed
through every part, as the touch is in every fenfe. Whilft, moreover, it
confults beauty and grace, doth it not demonftrate the truth of Ariftotle’s
affertion, who fays in praife of beauty, that it makes one third of the happi-
nefs of this life ? And I have heard young men, jefting on the filence of the
dancers, obferve, that it favoured much of the Pythagorean do¢trine. -

Some ftudies boaft of the ufeful, and others the agreeable ; but this alone
poffefieth both : and the profit is ftill greater, becaufe it is joined with plea-
fure. It may be agreeable to fee the contentions of young men, wreftling
in the fand, beating one another with their fifts, and drenched in blood ; but
how much more pleafant, fafe, and decent, is the reprefentation of it in a

dance !
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e:'mncai where you cvb&we:&w various turns and motions, the hendmgs and
f the body, ﬁﬁwﬁ“ o the fame time that they are entertaining to
3 b falutar “alfo to the performer; for the exer-
nds and fapples the limbs, makes
~ -m a&&mﬁ ﬁreag&:h ami ﬁrmnafs,

~ mony of flutes, cy mbals, harps, and fongs ¢ if the miodulations o
attraét you, where will you find fweeter harmony ? or, i y&u itmﬁadehght
m mufic’s ihli more. emh;mung founds, in our art you will have enough of

‘addy that this entertainment improves the manners alfo,
 for we always find the ftage detefting and abhorring every thing that is evil,
f;:m,pa%iﬁzmg with the epprefled, and in every refpeét inculcating mogality,

o aad the mﬁu& ef the fpe&atars. kisaﬁ wmhy it 1s, in :%us art, that

With regard to his body, it fhould be according to the rules laid davm‘
by ?oiyciema he I}muid nm: be exceﬁively tall, nor too thort like 2 ssiwarf

p rfmmmg {hg:
ax wkem is his f

Es*‘c,] 'I'hupma me in mind of Q_,m i
he little black boy, faid be, b"ftwgky‘: £
Oelle

T
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other time, an immoderately tall fellow, dancingin the chara&er of Capa-
neus, who was to {cale the Theban wall, ¢« get up, they cried, you do not want
a ladder :” a fat heavy dancer, attempting to make a great leap, they roared
out, ¢ take care you do not beat the ftage down ;” and a poor ineagre creature
cutting capers, they cried out, I with you better,” as if the man had been
fick. I mention thefe remarks, not for the jeft’s fake, but that you may
perceive that there are whole nations, who confider the art of fo much con-
fequence as to preferibe what is becoming in it, and what is not fo.

The body of the good dancer muft, moreover, be both flexible and com-
pact, that it may bend eafily, or ftand firm, as occafion thall require. Danc-
ing, with regard to the motion . of the hands, partaking in a great meafure
the nature of boxing in the public games, and borrowing whatever is beau-
tiful and becoming from the rites of Hercules, Mercury, and Pollux. He-
rodotus tells us, that the 4 eye conveys more faithful intelligence than the
ear : the dancer muft make ufe of both. ‘

Dancing has fuch an effe on the mind, that the lover who comes into the
theatre is cured of his paffion by feeing the dreadful confequences of it : and
the melancholy man fhall go away brifk and chearful, asif he had drank the
cup of oblivion, as the § poet fays,

—— Of foveregn ufe t'afluage

The boiling bofom of tumultuous rage,
To clear the cloudy front of wrinkled care,
And dry the fearful fluices of defpair.

It is a certain fign that there is in this art fomething analogous to our na.
ture, if the fpectator weeps when any thing fad and mournful is reprefented.
The Bacchanalian dance, which is fo conftantly performed in Ionia and Pon.
tus, though a fatirical one, has fuch an effe@t on the people there, that at
certain feafons they negle& every thing elfe, to fit whole days viewing
the Titans, Corybantes, Satyrs, and fhepherds: even the nobility and
chief perfons there join in the dance, and are fo far from being athamed,
that they are more proud of it than of their high birth, honours, and dig-
nities. ' '

t The ¢ye.] See Herodotus, B, viii. .

% The poet.] Homer. See Odyfley, book iv. 1. 303. What the Nepenthe of Homer really

was, the eritics have not yet determined : certain, however, it is, that the defcription correfe
poads exaétly with our idea of opium, and the ufual effeéts of it. ~

The




Onaanc;‘y@ o

The perfetions of dancing I have already enmfmated ; itis it 1 fhould
now tak»: notice of its faults ; thofe of the body have been juft now mention-
ed: what concerns the mind may be eafily difcovered : many dancers, from
ig&mimé {mﬁ it is impofible all fhould be wife), commit dreadful {ole-

53 T mme Emgu}sﬁy, -’am»}, as we fay, oug of time and tune, the
m:} the mﬁc aamhner o!zhers dance in tung,

: founded it ’mtir the
mzsfummes of Thyeftes; and ‘another, who was m perform - the part of

Semele, who is confumed by lightning, ran into the ﬁmy of ﬁ}m, borh
bfmyed into it by the ﬁm‘kwde of the events, But the art itfelf is not to
‘be condemned or defpifed for the fault of the artift, but thofe only are to
tike ﬁﬁ Blame whu are ‘ignorant and wofkilful ; and thefe, on the other
~hﬂﬂ, to be applauded who do every thing properly, and according to the
mles of m, i}gan thewhﬁiﬁ, the dancer fhould be exadt and perfed, tak-
‘ g autiful; mi'amat, ami harine ious, fuperior to criti-
E sut excellent “ama ’Ee difeern, deeply
Yearned, and, a 1 pdféﬁ%&af &mﬁaﬁi ;' and benevolence: then will
h;s pfaifc i}e cum;}kte, whcn efm*y fpectator fhall in the daneer behold
im d fee, as ina gk ying wh hmﬁs%& tﬁ%mr&ﬁa&w

of this noble fpefacle, they go from the themc infiruéted in whar they
areto follow, and what they are to avoid, and are there tmgh{ that which
“before ﬁwg mrt mtaﬂy gnorant of. ‘
~But there is in da s in oratory, a km& of falfe mergy, or affecta-
Hon, W carries them beyond the proper bounds of imitation :
if they sreto ?e;mefem any thing grear, they make it immenfe ; if tender,

gﬁemmate 3 if manly. and robuft, ruftic and favage : an inflance of which'l
emaarrde X character, and who in every thing elfe de-
\fﬁ%d :ﬁe hxgheﬁ adm;fatmﬁ, %ﬁz mﬁe@mmbify fell into this error from an
‘exceflive defire of glcaﬁng, and performing the part of Ajax, fo overatted
:t, “&m: ha fﬁemed not to mntate a madmaﬁ, Imt to bﬁ mﬁ}' fo: he tore the

xobe
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robe of one of the dancers in * iron fhoes, took the flute away from another
who ated Ulyfes, and, as he was rejoicing in his victory, broke his head
with it, and wounded him in fuch 2 manner, that if it had not been for the
head piece, that took off the force of the blow, our poor Ulyfles had loft his
life by attacking a madman : the common people, who could not diftinguifh
right from wrong, thought it the fineft imitation they ever beheld ; and the
better fort; who bluthed for the pcrformer, did not condemn him by their
filence, but endeavoured to cover his error by their applaufe, though they
eafily perceived that it was the dancer’s madnefs, and not that of Ajax: our
noble performer, however, not contented with this, did fomething fill more
ridiculous ; for, leaping into the middle of the theatre, he fat himfelf down
between two perfons of the 4 firft rank, who were not a little frightened left
he thould have taken cither of them for a ram and flogged him : fome were
furprifed at this firange behaviour, others laughed, and many began to
think, that from extraordinary attention to his part, the man was actually
run mad: they fay that when he came to himfelf, and was confcious of
having appeared like a madman, he fell fick with grief : it was plain, in-
deed, he was greatly affected by it, for, being afterwards defired. to perform
the fame part again, he recommended another, and faid upon the ftage, Tit
was enough to play the fool once in his life : but what gave him the moft
uneafinefs, was the fuccefs of a rival, who, being appointed to fucceed him
in Ajax, did it fo well as to gain univerfal applaufe, keeping within the pro.
per limits of his art, and not {poiling the imitation by madnefs and excefs.

I have laid, my friend, thefe few obfervations before you on dancing,
that you may no lenger be fo angry with me for admiring it ; and if you will
aceompany me to the theatre, I am fure you will be #* captivated, and foon
be fond of it even to madnefs; I fhall have no reafon to fay with 4 Circe,

* Iron fhoes.] Wooden fhoes we have feen, but the practice of dancing in iron fhoes is, I be-
lieve, confined to antiquity, as I do not remember it has yet been adopted amongft us ; though
a dance of ladies in pattens might poffibly, from the novelty of it, have no bad effeét; but this
I fubmit to the managers of the theatres royal, .

¥ Firft rank.] Greek, dve dmarixar pacer, inter confulares.duos, between two perfons of con.
fular dignity. The people of the firft fafhion in the ancient theatres fat clofe to the ftage, and
not as our’s do, at a diftance, where they can neither fee nor hear,

t It avas enough.]

Nec lufifie pudet fed non incidere tudum, Horace,
¥ Captivated.] Greek, arwsopnor, the tranflation here is literal,

4 Ciree] See Homer’s Odyfley, book x. 1. 326,

. Amazing
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Amazing ftrength thefe poifons to fuftain.
For fuftain them you will: you need not be afraid of having an afs’s head,
or a hog’s heart, for your underftanding will be improved, and you will be

- for putting the cup to your friends, over and over : for what ¥ Homer fays
of Mercury’s golden rod, thatit :

* may be applied to dancing ; it pleafes the eye, makes men watchful, and
awakens them to every thing they ought to do.

eep to fly,

CRATO
Lycinus, T am a convert to your opinion, my eyes and ears are open and
attentive : therefore, remember, my friend, when you go to the theatre,

that T take a place next to you, that you may not come out from thence fo
much wifer than myfelf, ’

"t Homer.] See Pope’s Odyfley, book v. 1. 60.
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A DI AL OGU E

About the Time when this was written, a Number of Eunuchs, imported amongft
other caftern Luxuries, bad [pread themfelves over Greece, Rome, and other Parts,
affuming warious Offices and Employments, who, probably, finding Philofophy
much in vogue, took upon thewm to teach it to the young Nobility : this furnifbed
Lucian, who, we muft acknowlege, had a Kind of Shandean Propenfity to
Things of this Nature, with fome udicrous Ideas, which he fports with no fmall
Degree of Pleafantry and Humour in the following Dialogue.

PAMPHILUS LYCINUS

PAMPHILTUS
w HENCE come you, Lycinus, and why fo merry ? you are always
chearful, but this is fomething more than ordinary, for you feem
ready to burft with laughter.
L YCINUS

1 come, my friend, Pamphilus, from the market-place ; and Ifhall make
you laugh too, when I tell you, I have juft now been entertained with a

difpute between two philofophers.
PAMPHTILTUS
For philofophers to difpute ‘with one another is truly ridiculous indeed,,

who, of all men, be the caufe ever fo great, thould, doubtlefs, make up.
the matter amicably.

-

LY CINUS
Very amicably indeed; for they have thrown * cart loads of abufe onone
another, roaring and wrangling as long as they could.
" PAMPHILUS.
About their different tenets and opinions, I fuppofe.
LY CINUS
Not fo, I affure you; for their do€trines and opinions are exaltly the

* Cart lodds.] Greek, iras apabio; BracPnuiwr, tota plauftra conviviorum ; the tranflation,
we fee, however, from the familiarity of the expreffion, it may appear forced, or intruded, to
adopt it to one of our own language, is almoft literal,,

fame;
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fame; it was quite another thing: they have appealed, however, ©© the
jﬁdgment af the oldeft and graveft men of the city, before whom none, -
who had &ag medeftg, wmﬁd dare to i’ay what was improper or indecent.
P A M P H I L U S
Pray te%l me the origin of this quarrel, t%mt I may know what made vou

E:mgﬁ o hmﬁy

ph

the ﬂme on the death of any one of thefe, annther mu{{ be chofen in his

room, by a majority of votes amongft the nobility ; the reward of this con-

tention is, not what the poets fing of, a hog, or an ox’s hide, but ¥ ten -

thoufaad drachmaﬁ a year, for the inftruction of youth.
P AMPHTILUS

It is fo " and one of !:hem, 1 hear, is lately dead, a Peripatetic, 1 be-
heve. -

the e gemrzeevcry fe& of

LY CINUS
* This %"&w Hlelen for which they fought ; and fo far there was nothing
idicatous in ity except that thofe who call thtmfefvts philofophers, and pre-
tend to defpife riches, thould contend about them, as if they were fighting

fer their country, their ré’i;gma, and’ zhe &puichres af thm anceftors.

the 4 third belt thing in hfe‘ |

LY CI1T N U S
You fay right ; and, agreeably to this do&rine, they went to war about
them : now mark what followed ; there were feveral candidares at thefe fu-

neral g nes, but the fruggle lay particularly between two; and it was
doubtfl whichi fhould fucceed, cither Diocles,. ytm know whom I mean, the

quarrelfome old mav, or Ragoas, the reputed eunuch. They had difputed the
point before in words, each of them had fhewed his learning, and proved his
att&ch;xs:nt and fidelity to Ariftotle and his tensts, and neither had the fupe-

» "?‘mi Wmﬁ drachmas.] Upmrds of three hundred pemé& A betcer {ipend, 1 believe,

than moft of our medern tutars receive from the Englifa nobifity,
+ The third] ¢ Of goods (fays Arillotle, the great leader of this fect), fome arz in the foul,
- fome in the body, and fome external: frft, in the foul, are mg*nmg,, art, virtue, wildom,

prudence, pleafure: fecondly, in the body, health, foundnels of fnfe, beauty, firengih: and
thixdly, riches, glory, power, &c.”

He riority ;
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riority ; at length the conteft ended thus : Diocles, without faying any‘ thing
about his own pretenfions, attacked Bagoas, and began to find fault with
his life and conduét; and Bagoas, on the other hand, enquired narrowly

into his.
. P AMPHTIULUS

There, I think, Lycinus, they were both in the right: the greateft part
of the difpute fthould have turned on this point : had I been the judge myfelf
I thould have dwelt particularly on that, fhould rather have enquired who
was the beft liver than who was the beft orator, and decided accordingly.

I, YCIN U S.

You fay well, I am entirely of your opinion: at laft, however, when
they had abufed one another fufficiently, Diocles infifted on it that Bagoas
was not fit to teach philofophy, as being an eunuch ; that he could have
no titke*therefore to the reward ; that fuch creatures were not only excluded
from things of this kind, but from luftral vafes, facrifices, and all public
affemblies ; and that it was always counted an # ill-omen’d and abominable
fight if one met any of them when we went out in a morning: he faid a
great deal likewife about their being neither man nor woman, but a kind of
firange and wonderful mixture, and fomething odious to human nature.

4 PAMPHTILTUS

This is quite a new aceufation, and truly laughable : what faid the other ?

did he hold his tongue, or make any reply ?
LYCINWUY S

At firft, through fear and fhame, which thefe people are very fubjeét to,
he puffed, {weated, and faid nothing ; but at laft, in a feeble, thin, and
womanifh voice, he fqueaked out, that it was very unjuft in Diocles to ex-
clude eunuchs from philofophy, when even women profefled it ; and then he
brought in # Afpafia, Diotima, and Thargelia to fupport his caufe; and alfo
an 4 Academic from Gaul, an eunuch like himfelf, who flourifhed in Greece

* Jll-omen’d.] Amongft the Grecians, who were almoft as fuperftitious as the Englifh of the
laft century, boars, weafels, hares, and many other things were confidered as bad omens, and
to meetany of them a certain prefage of ill fortune. Lucian adds to the lift, and brings in his
cunuch as an ominous fight.

* Afpafia.] See Menage on Female Philofophers.

§ An Academic.] Lucian is here fuppofed to allude to one Phavorinus, a famous philofopher
mentioned by Philoftratus; who, though an eunuch, was tried and conviéted as an adulterer.
He is likewife taken notice of in our author’s DemonaX.

a lttle
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a little before our time. But Diocles, even admitting that there was fuch a
one, and that he had been fuffered to do this, would not allow the force of
the argument, nor pay any regard to the glory he had acquired from an ig-
norant multitude : he mentioned at the fame time, feveral fevere jokes thrown
out particularly by the Stoics and Cynics, upon his bodily imperfection. The
whole matter, therefore, with the judges, refted on this, whether an eunuch
was qualified to teach philofophy, and ta prefide over youth ? fome affert-
ing, that a pbilofopher fhould bave every part of his body whole and com-
plete, and above all, a long beard, that might procure him refpect and au-
thority amengft his difciples, and render him in every refpe&t worthy
the drachmas allowed by the emperor, that an eunuch was worfe than one who
had been totally .emafculated, for they had enjoyed their virility for fome
time, as the former were deprived of it even from their infancy, and could
be confidered only as an ambiguous creature like the crows, which are rec-
koned neither amongft the pigeons nor the ravens.

On the other hand, it was ftrongly urged, that this was properly a conten-
tion of minds, and not bodies; it was a matter of fcience and learning, and
Ariftotle was cited, who admired Hermius the eunuch, king of Aternz, to
fuch a degree, that he even paid divine honours to him as to a god. Ba-
goas had the impudence to add, that eunuchs were the beft preceptors for
young men, as they muft be free from all fufpicion, and could not be ac-
cufed of the crime attributed to Socrates, of corrupting the pupils commit-
ted to his care. And when they objeéted to him his want of beard, he re-
plied wittily, at leaft as he thought it, < If we muft judge of philofophers by
the length of their beard, a # goat muft be preferable to them all)’

In the midft of this buftle came in a third perfon, whofe name fhall not
be mentioned ; who cried out, ¢ Judges, this 4 fellow with the fmooth
chin, and woman’s voice, who is fo like a eunuch, if you ftrip bim, will be
found as good a man as you could wifh for; at leaft, if thofe fay true who
have accufed him as an adulterer, and taken him in the faét, when he had
recourfe to this artifice, and pretended to be an eunuch; perfuading the
judges, from his outward appearance, to acquit him of the crime laid to his

* The goat.] The Greek Epigram on this fubjeét is well known. Sce the Anthologia.
¥ This fellow.] It is remarkable, that thiscircumftance fhould, fo many years after, form the
ground-work of an Englith comedy. Wycherley’s Country Wife turns entirely upon it, and

fhe charadter of Horner is but a tranfeript of Lucian’s Bagoas. Sucha plot, to our honour be
it fpoken, would not go down in the prefent age.

charge;
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charge ; and now, for the {ake of the reward, I fuppofe, he would willingly
retract again. Uponathis, there was, as you may imagine, a general laugh.
Bagoas was confounded, changed colour, put himfelf into a thoufand pof-
tures, and fell into a cold fiweat: not caring to acknowlege the adultery,
though at the fame time, he thought that the fufpicion of it might be of fer-
vice to him in the prefent affair.
PAMPHTILYUS
The circumftance was ridiculous enough, and muft have afforded you no

fmall entertainment. But pray, what was done at laft, and how did the

judges determine it? -
L YCINUS. *

They were not all of the fame opinion ; fome were for . firipping him ag
they do the flaves, and examining whether, {o far as certain parts were cons
cerned, he might be deemed a philofopher : others, to make the affair flill
more laughable, voted for calling in fome ladies, ordering him to {peak
with them in private; fending along with them fome credible witnefs, to
prove whether he was able to philofophize. After all, when every one of
the company had fplit his fides with laughing, they agreed to difmifs the caufe
to Italy, to be finally determined there. ~ *

The other, it feems, is fiill carrying on the affair, preparing his accufa-
tion, and has taken up the buﬁngfs of the adultery, though it muft make
againft himfelf rather than his adverfary : thus, like a bad lawyer, hurting
his own caufe. Bagoas, in the mean time, attends to other matters, and
frequently gives proofs of his manhood, hoping he may fucceed, if he can
but fhew that he has the abilities of a jack-afs.

This, after all then, my friend, feems to be the beft criterion of philofo-
phy, and a demonttration not to be controverted, [ fhall wifh, therefore,
that my fon (at prefent but a boy) may be poffefled, not of eloquence or

underftanding, but of certain parts, ftill more neceffary to make a complete
philofopher.

ON
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J i.vcmn’sm been banded down to us by the fagacious Critics
tors as a ferious Defence of Aftrology; though a wein of delicate Irony
and Sarcafim apparently runs through the whole, and muft convince every intelligent
Reader, that bis Intention was to turnbis abfurd and pompous Science into ridicule.
It was probably about bs time creeping into fome Degree of Credity and our Satirift,
therefore, took the firft opportunity of laughing at it. " Confidered in this Light,
" the Picce bas a confiderable Share of Merit, and we are only forry to find it fo fbort. |
Many of the Learned have, notwithfianding, confidently affured us, that it is not
Luctan’s. It iszoritten in the Ionic Dialett, which is remarkable.

Commenta

-

+ N the following treatife on heaven and the ftass, 1 fhall only confider
L their influence over the affairs of human life, with regard to prophecy
and divination, Neither do I mean to lay down precepts, or rules, how to
excel in thisart 3 but only to lament that the learned, who fo firenuoufly ap-
ply themfelves to other fciences, ncither praife nor pay any refpect to
aftrology. ‘ |
The art is not of late invention, but delivered down to us by our ancient
kings, the favourites of heaven. But the prefent race of men, from igno-
sance and idlenefs ; either, perhaps, becaufe their opinions on thofe poihts\
are -different from thofe who went before them, or becaufe they have lit on:
falfe prophets and diviners, find fault with the ftars, and condemn aftrology
as a lying, frivolous, and empty fcience; without any truth or profit in
it. A very unjuft and cruel fentence : for the builder’s ignorance is no re-
flection on architeure ; nor is the unfkilfulnefs of the mufician a reproach
on mufic. Every art is wife in itfelf, though the artifts may be fools,
The- Zthiopians were the firft who diftinguifhed themfelves in this branch
~of learning : and this we are to attribute partly to their own wifdom, for in
that they were fuperior to moft pations ; and partly to the happinefs of theis
fituation, for the air is always ferene and tranquil round them ;. neither do

they
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they fuffer any viciffitudes of feafons, but remain for ever in the fame tem-
perate climate. 'When they perceived, therefore, that the moon appeared
mVMMmamtMywﬁ@mﬁtuammuwm&wﬁﬂﬁmmmam
diligent enquiry : by which they difcovered the caufe of thofe changes, and
found out that the moon had no light of her own, but borrowed it from the
fun. They difcovered alfo the motion of thofe ftars which we cal] * planets,
(as they are the only ones that move,) with their nature, power, and pro-
perties; they gave them names alfo, or rather figns, expreflive of their feve-
ral fituations. Such were the obfervations on the heavens, made by the
ZAthiopians, who delivered down the imperfe& art to their neighbours the
Zgyptians, who greatly improved it, and meafured out time, by days,
months, and years; their months being dctermined‘ by the moon and her
changes, and their years by the circuit of the fun. But they foon performed
much more than this : dividing the fpace occupied by the fixed ftars in which
the other were moved about, into 1 twelve parts, and to thefe, affigned the
forms and names of different creatures, men, beafts, birds, and fithes. The
religious ceremonies, therefore, of the ZAgyptians, are of different kinds :
they did not draw their divinations from the whole twelve, but from parti-
cular fignsy thofe who .looked towards the ram, worthipped him; they
would not eat fith who lived under §{ Pifces; nor did thofe facrifice a goat,
who were beneath Capricorn.  Some propitiate one divinity, and fome an.
other. Some worfhip a bull in honour of the ceeleftial Taurus ; and Apisis
an objet of adoration to them, becaufe he paftures in that region, where an
oracle is conftituted by him. '

The Libyans, not long after, took up this fcience; for there we meet
with the oracle of Ammon, and they worfhip Jupiter under the figure of 2
ram. The Babylonians were alfo acquainted with it, as they report, indeed,
before all other nations ; but, I am of opinion, this knowlege did not reach
them till many ages after.  The Greeks were not taught aftrology either by
the ZEthiopians or Agyptians, but by Orpheus, the fon of Oeager and Cal-

* Planets.] From the Greek maammng, errans, a wanderer,

t Tavelve parts.] The zodiac, and its twelve figns,

% Pifces] From the folemnity of Lucian’s countenance at his firft fetting out, an old ac.
quaintance (and fuch I efteem myfelf, having had a long converfation with him), may eafily
perceive that he is in jeft ; when he tells us, with a grave face, that the people who lived up.
der Pifces would not eat /5, nor thofe beneath Capricorn touch a goat, &c. is not the ridicule
as ftrong as poflible, and does it not fufficiently point out the author? To apply, what was once
faid of Erafmus, aut Lucianus eft, aut Diabolus,

liope ;
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Ixoge ;. nextber did he entirely explaiq it to them, but wrapped up, his know-
3 gc in myﬁeg ami mcan&gu,pn 3. he made orgies for. his lyre, and fung fa-
crc;‘fgngs the lgre, éo;xﬁﬁmg of # {e ven ﬁungs, fymbolically expreffing the
~motions of the glgnct;, with tl;.;; Qrgbens fofscnﬁd and: prevailed over every
. fﬁmg, :{n& s,x{ th1s Jyre, aloae, and not in . any other kind of mufic, the

:aﬂ even. agpmnz,crd ita glace in heaven, fome ftars being
ph ﬁé Jggﬁné f&f'g?y fcc a pi€ture or ftatue of him,
;%‘l‘ . nging xa@d Whth a lyre in his
ious. crgatures, as a man, a bull a lion, and the
reﬁ whcn you meet thh thefe thereforc, remt;mber what the mcanmg of

tbcm ls, you will know the reafon when ; 1y0u loolggxpto thﬁ hcaveqs

,,,,,

“r f“jég?}ﬂ“&@mhgg}"ekﬁ ;hat Tirefias, ;hc, Bmotx,an, fo cclcbrared
for hxs @.ﬂl . dwwanpg, told -them, that {gme of, thc planets were maf-
cuime, and fome femmme,; gnd~ tba: thp;r mﬁqencc dlﬁ'eued accordmgly,
whence arofe the fable of his: Eemg bgth man and woman., ., .

At.the ;m'ye wly.n Attcus and Tby,;ﬁg;cggugdcd‘ for, their fathe:s k.mg-
dom, aﬁrology, and the };pgw}qgeg of the heayens, fl flourithed moft in Greeee,
and it was determined Dy the people, that which focvcr of them excelled in
that art ihould fuceeed to, the: empire: then. it was, that_ Thyeftes pointed
out o them that part of henven which. is called Aries, from whence came
thc}t;abu}?w ggpqun; Qﬁwhl& havmg; gold ram.: but Atreus ztcated onthe

) nﬁng f the fun, .and. enc ,@,,:‘}“E"@ ;owmha; his courfe was«dxrc&ly op-
poﬁte to that of the ftarry frmament, and that what appeared to be the weft

,A

* Seven ﬁnng:.] Agrceable fo the defcription glven by ergﬂ

i Threicius lpnga. cum: vcﬁc faccrdm
Obioqmztur numeris fegtem dxfmmma vocum, .
}mq\ie’éaaem d:gx’*hs, Jam ye&uc puffat eburmo. s'

The ﬁtﬁ Mercunan lyre had but four ﬁrmgs, others were afterwatds added to it by the fe-

cond Mercury, or Amphion ; but it was Orpheus who cqmplctcd the fecond tctrachord _ which
amdea thie feale to & hepm:hora or faven fouinds, xmpﬁed fby the -

S‘Pmdmnwcum. g & goivad. 1ofte b b
swthzmgmm D¥i Biirey’s excellent Hitory of Mufi€;’ vol.'i,’ pag% G4, v

Orpheus, the fon of Oleager, was the father, or chief founacr, of the myti\olugzca\ and al-
legorical tl

thé Grecks; and- (as" anm here phmdy nmmates), of ail thexr
moft facred fehmxxm and myfteriess- sl

vau I[o I Of
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- of the world, is the nﬁng of tHe fuh fox’ thefe difcoveries the Greeks ra;fqd’
him to the throne, and his wifdom was heid in the hngheﬁ eﬁ¢em and vehe~
“ration : nearly the fame thing, I 'am inclined to think, happened to Bellero-
“phon : T'can never bring myfelf to believe that he had'a * flying horfe, but
fuppofe he was fond of aﬁrology, engaged in the fudy of (ubhme know-
lege, and converfant with the ftars ;  that he afceridéd fnté the heavens, not
by the affiftance of a horfe, but by the ftrength of his own ‘mind." A fable
of the like nature was told of Phryxus, the fon of Athamas, who was car-
ried through theairon a golden ram. The flory of 4 Dadalus, the Athe-
nian, is firange and wonderful ; my opinior is, that it arofe from kis know-
lege of aftrology, whtch hie' was well acquainted ‘thB and’ which' he taught.
IKis fon ¢ ‘but Tcarus, bemg young and rath, went into abftrufe dlfqmﬁnons,
foared too high, and' fell down into the unfathonrable abyfs : from hence the
Greeks deduced their fable of the Icarian Gulph.

‘Pafiphae was moft probably told of the fign Taurus in the heavens by
Dzdalus, and from thence fell in love with Aftrology, on which they found-
ed the report of Dzdalus having wedded her to a bull. '

In procefs of time, the learned divided the tatk between them; fome ap-
plied themfelves'tothe ftudy of the Moon, others of the Sun, othcrs of Jupi-
ter ;- defcribing the ‘motions, courfe, and influence of each. Endymton.
”pfébabiy took care of what concerned the Moon'; Phaeton marked out the
progtefs of the fun, but dying, left the work imperfe@ ; from whence the
ignorant have invented a ftrange and incredible tale of Phacton’s being the
fon of Phaebus : that he came to his father the Sun, and begged to.drive the
chariot for a day ;. which was granted him, and rules laid down how he was
toguide it ; that Phaeton, from youtl and inexperience,, drove fometimes.
too pear the earth, and fometimes too far from it, and killed mortals with
the heat and cold, which were infupportable ; that Jupiter being enraged,

* Flying horfe.} According to Hyginus, Minerva made Bellerophon a prefent of Pegafus.
(the flying horfe here alluded t0), to affit him in his combat with the Chimera, After he
had deftroyed that monfter, baving fo good a beaft under him, Ke was for making the
beft of his way up to heaven; but Pegafus, being unfortunately ftung by a horfe-fly,.
threw his rider, who died in the fall

+ Dadalus.] This is an excellent burlefque of the flory of Dzdalus, and " plainly thews that
Lucian’s defign was, by every poffible application,, to turn aftsology into ridicule,

ﬂ'cw
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flew hn’n ‘Exthathn,_" bolt ; thatnlus ﬁﬁ:ﬁ flanding round and lamenting

d diftiled tears of amber. No {ucb;_:
;ﬁ ;hc fat e: the@Sunsg_

e

© % Nativiy.] ‘This is the foundation, as it were, and comcr-&oae of atrology ; cafting
ﬁﬁ«&smf }nﬁm&msgeﬁﬂnm, ffmmm;amci of Lummemnmdm
k &’»m F g : > ! )

kéy mmmﬁ :mer&, Mﬁ&g&@ﬁ@
‘ mgthechﬁa’smmy, and obferved, with
aﬁ&e%m, mﬁw

immoderate grief of the lady, who could no fonger hear fuch calamity mﬁcﬁe& to ba&ﬂ he; fon,
The time at laft came, and Auguft was- the naufpicious month, in which young Dryden was

to ‘enter into the eighth- -year of his age. ‘The court ‘being in progrefs, and Mr. Dryden at

. Ie!ﬁm, hs wmaﬁtm@m of the earl ofa«mm ‘his brother-in-law, to keep

, Charlton i Wilks § his kﬂwamué wmmmmm

%@tﬁn ~

wngne,
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" ~—_~~~fﬁew birth, a!wag§ a@?@t?@ them as fcns, ’md fcrme 4 tﬁm'%a&eg ;
thgn' an d"mtge ﬁmxhtﬁdc,’ in bod”yéand h;npc} Thus, Mmos was 2 ki g
under Jove; ncas was beawtiful, as born under Vcnus and AFfDchhl:‘;aVa;
th:cfg, frem h:s father Mercury. P

comm ﬁe& aﬁy of' thofe bafe a&mns

ich rib
w? ”know, is at @ great 6;ﬁance frotp us, lias a langu dfmonorf, an

fcarce ‘to. be dzt‘cemed by men ; he zs, tﬁcgefcre, faid to ﬁand ﬁrll as rﬁ
bc.gunid with chains; and the | pms in heavm‘wﬁéfe he reﬁ&es fiom 1ts§gr‘e§'£ ;
degth scaileg Tgrtamsr .

S ;ié bag o ua‘}s f-;z; (m%&%ﬁf ~% i a w

'iihensﬁwa:g ;aamgr tmngg;vm , @mlk .

Alt the ﬁcfy af Mats an

m%én i%e _‘g‘,

%Vmﬁs;'s*ﬁpgﬁre‘nﬂy ém f

mer’s, whole wuik is.a conjunction of M ars and Venus; in his, verfs ;«kﬁm
dsférfbeﬁ ‘their fév@ra%«qualm mdwmw &e'&ys to Yaeims, S

SEY gi"ka; 3;1‘_-'}“
- -

flf?é

@z:’”" By e Q %ﬁ

mmm

cammths gate, the ﬁa&bmg a&bay m‘»k» he dogs, m@eﬁ%fa&g«% W&am»m o
court wall, which was very Jow, and very Ms and the. %@&ﬂ%z%%ﬂ&ww
the wall. ten yards in length, under which Charles Dryden lay buried,.. He was. jmmediately. -
dug out, and after fix weeks languithing ina dan&cmu; way he.recovered; fo far. gmlp% pres .
diction was fulfilled; in the fwenty-third year of his age, Charles fell from the. top.of an: old....
tower, belonging to the. Vﬁ;um&&%, oceafioned by the. ﬂ%@mxﬁf his head, amk e
which be was. feized, .the heat sbiéﬂx being exceffive, .He again recovered, bus-was ever:.
after ina languithing fickly &tate, In the thisty-third year of his ‘agey being. serurned. 16 Enge.,.
tand,. he was unhappily drowned .at Windfor.... He-had,- ~with: another, geptleman; fwam.twice .
over the Thames; but returning a third time, it was M@mmm the .crampy. . .
W@Mmﬁﬁm for help, though:too lase. . Thes the father’s calculation: proved but;s00-..
propbetical.”.. Dryden, we fee by this, if the taleis to be ;@é&e& mw:m YA'EQ@M
pomm mm:m pfmes Mmf &eiﬁ&m&m s

[IS A

And
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 And whei e is fpeaking of war,
*§"To Vars and Pallas only, that belongs.
"The ancients obfervmg thefe tl;ing\sg;,fd{cw from them their divinations;
nor did they think lightly of this art, for neither would they build walls, or
" cities, go to war,. marry, or do any thing, without firt confulting the pro-

phets concerning i their oracles were_always well-verfed- At Delphi, a
drage

flefl e gift of prophecy, a cymbal: of the celeftial Virgo; the
nder the tripod, was taken from the Dragon in the heavens; and
the oracle of Apollo at Didymus, was, in my opinion, fo called, from the

fign which goes by the name of Didymi, or the Twins. So facred was divi-
nation held by them.

When Ulyfles,  defirous. of

When ! prying into futurity, went down into hell, he
did not go, merely

* To tread the downward melancholy way,

but that ke might have the opportunity of converfing with Tirefias. Whea
he came to the place which Circe had' ‘déferibed to him, had dug the ditch,
and flain the fheep ; the dead crouded round about him, and amongft them
his mother, all earneftly requefting, that they might drink of the blood, which
he would not permit them to do; norwould he fuffer even the fhade of his
own mother to quench her thirft, till ‘he had, himfelf, tafted of Tirefias.
Lycurgus always regulated the commonwealth of Sparta by the motions
of the heavenly bodies, and enjoined the Lacedzmonians never to hazard an
~ engagement till the full of the Moon;; as knowing that every thing was go-

verned by her, though her power was not fo great, cither at the increafe or
decreafe.

*o

The Arcadians alone neglefted and defpifed aftrology ; being mad and
foolith enough to affert, that they were much older than the Moon.

Our anceftors, it is evident, were lovers of divination; but the prefent
age deny that there is any foundation for, or dependence on it, efteeming it
not true or faithful; and afferting that neither Mars nor Venus in the hea-
vens, pay any regard to us, Or concern themfelves in human affairs; but,

¥ To Mars.] Greek, A

Tadla & Apibow nas Abmwm wavre padnoss See Homer’s Iliad, E'. 1. 430.

Pope has not given, in his tranflation, the fenfe of this line, but, as in many other places, a
circumvolution of his own inftead of it. f

* 9o tread, &¢.] See Pope’s Homer’s lliad, book xi. L. 117.

that
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that things fall out, or vary, accond:eg to thexr neceffary rotation. - Others
acknowlege the truth, but not the utility of the art; affirming, that nothing
_could be changed by divination, which was already decreed by fate,

To thefe objeftions I can only anfwer, that the ftars perform their own ro-
tations in the heavens, and at the fame time perhaps, together with their
own motions, may dire® ours, When the horfe runs, and men and*b:rds "
move, the ftones are loofened, and the ftubble is blown about by the wind;
and fhall nothing be effeCted by the motion of the ftars? from the fmalle& '
fire, fome heat comes to us, though tkﬁﬁmm "é&u@mt, nor feem.
eth to care whether we are ‘warm or not ; and, fhs "'wtnot feel mﬁ ackmwkge
the influence of ‘the ftars? It is not, indeed, inthe power of afire y o
make things